February 2026 Back In Albany, Fighting For You

| want to take a moment to express my deep gratitude towards you and our
community. Whether | am in the district or Albany, every step | take is in the direction
that fights for you. This month | fought for protecting our farms and farmers, finding
relief on affordability and safeguarding your energy choice.

These are all massive issues that | hear most about from constituents everyday. It
is my duty to serve you and | look forward to continuing to make steps in the right
direction one day at a time.

With gratitude, Contact Me

Albany Office: District Office:
LOB 718, Albany, NY 12248 79 Genesee St., Avon, NY 14414
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Have a question for Andrea?
Email her at baileya@nyassembly.gov

Assembly Snan on this or any other state issue.

Andrea Bailey
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2026 Environmental Conservation & Energy Budget Hearing:

This month | attended the Environmental Conservation & Energy Budget Hearing and asked
the questions that concern our district the most. With the rapid expansion of renewable
energy projects across Upstate New York, an important issue is being overlooked: the

safe disposal of solar panels at the end of their lifespan. Many panels contain hazardous
materials, including substances classified as carcinogens, yet New York currently has no
comprehensive plan to manage or recycle them once they are decommissioned, meaning
they could ultimately end up in landfills. That is why | introduced the Responsible Renewable
Energy Recycling Act, which would establish a safe and enforceable recycling and disposal
process; unfortunately, the bill is being held in committee.

| raised this concern directly with DEC Commissioner Lefton and expressed my desire to
continue working with her team, because true environmental stewardship requires planning
for the full lifecycle of renewable energy projects. | will continue pushing for practical,
common-sense solutions that protect both our communities and our environment.




Legislative Updates

Letter to Gov.:

New Yorkers are facing skyrocketing electric bills, and families, seniors and small businesses
cannot wait any longer. That's why | am urging the Governor to declare an Energy State of
Emergency. Electricity prices have reached historic highs due to shrinking generation, fuel
constraints and growing demand, passing these costs directly onto ratepayers. Declaring an
emergency would protect consumers from spikes, suspend unnecessary fees, and expedite
reliable energy to stabilize the grid. | will continue fighting for affordability, reliability, and
relief for the people of our district. | hope that the Governor reads this letter from my
colleagues and | and strongly considers this avenue.

THE ASSEMBLY RANKING MINORITY MEMBER
Eloction Law
STATE OF NEW YORK COMMITTEES should not be forced to absorb the consequences of a system that has lost balance, reliability, and

ALBANY hm’w”e";:“.;‘:m'mm affordability.
Tansporaion
MATTHEW J. SLATER Recent Day-Ahead Market pricing data from NYISO further demonstrates that these price spikes
AnsaimpmIee are well above historical norms and are being driven by a combination of generator outages,
constrained natural gas supply, extensive weather events, and shrinking in-state generation
February 5, 2026 capacity. The data shows a clear upward trend in volatility since 2021, coinciding with the
retirement of major base load resources and increased reliance on intermittent generation, such as
The Honorable Kathy Hochul wind and solar. Taken together, these indi point to an und lusion: New York is
Governor of New York State in an energy emergency. And when needed, New York has responded to these kinds of
NYS State Capitol emergencies. If you recall, in the 1980s, NYPA was tasked with building peaker plants to address
Albany, NY 12224 energy shortages. The response? NYPA built 11 peaker plants in 18 months. We now need a
similar build out as we did in the past to address a similar energy emergency.

Dear Governor Hochul,
‘We respectfully urge you to declare an Energy State of Emergency for New York State. In each Declaring an Energy State of Emergency would allow your administration to take immediate and
region across New York, residents are facing historic and unsustainable increases in electricity decisive action, beginning with the following:

costs which is threatening household affordability, small business viability, and the overall . Placing safeguards on utility bills to protect consumers from extreme price spikes;
competitiveness of our state economy. This affordability crisis is caused by supply shortages, in 2. Suspending taxes, fees, and surcharges on energy bills to provide direct financial relief;
short, we need more generation immediately. and

3. B iting the siting, ing, and ion of base load generation, including
Recent market data confirms what our constituents are experiencing on their monthly bills, that firm, di that ensure reliability and stabilize prices.

the electric system is under severe strain and wholesale energy prices are becoming dangerously
volatile. On January 28, the New York Independent System Operator (NYISO) real-time Industry experts, grid operators, and market data all point to the same reality: New York cannot
dashboard showed a dramatic spike in Day-Ahead Market energy prices in every region of the achieve reliability or affordability without a serious commitment to dispatchable and reliable
state, with several zones or $1,000 per meg; h levels far above base load power generation. Continued delays in permitting and development will only deepen
historical norms which are certain to be passed on to consumers. volatility, raise costs, and expose New Yorkers to future reliability risks.

NYISO’s recently released white paper on the drivers of rising electricity prices makes clear that This is not a partisan issue; it is an economic and public interest imperative. Families should not
these increases are not isolated events, but are the result of systemic pressures, including: be forced to choose between paying their electric bill and buying groceries. Small businesses

« Declining generation supply and plant retirements; should not be priced out of operating in New York. Employers should not be driven elsewhere by

« Rising fuel costs and pipeline constraints; and energy costs that are among the highest and most unstable in the nation. And we can provide

« Growing demand driven by electrification without adequate replacement of base load immediate rate relief for homeowners. We are aware that there is a $2.4 billion balance in

capacity. dormant reserves within NYSERDA’s Clean Energy Fund and possibly unused money from

RGGI allowance sales. This is money that has already been collected from the ratepayers. We
NYISO warns that without sufficient, reliable and dispatchable generation, New York’s grid will ask that NYSERDA work with the PSC and utilities to rebate this money back to the ratepayers.
continue to experience price volatility, reliability risks, and af ility chall Without
immediate action by your administration, these historic supply costs will be passed directly onto We stand ready to work with you and your administration to address this crisis and restore
ratepayers, leaving families and small businesses as victims of an energy market that is balance, reliability, and affordability to New York’s energy system. We respectfully request that
increasingly unstable and out of control, after years of failed state energy policies. New Yorkers you declare an Energy State of Emergency without delay and deploy the full authority of your
office to protect New Yorkers.

February 2026

Mary Cariola Center The Arc of Monroe

1. | was honored towisit the Mary 2. What a great visit with the folks
Cariola Center. | am inspired by their from The Arc of Monroe! Thank you for
dedication to their students and the spending time with me and sharing the
hard work they put in everyday. great things you are doing.




Volunteer Fire Fighter Celebrations

3.1 had the honor of attending celebrations
recognizing the incredible volunteer firefighters
of our community, whose dedication, courage
and decades of service—from one year to sixty—
make our 133rd Assembly District safer, stronger,
and better every day.

American Heart Association Meeting
4.1 sat down with Kelly and Michelle from the
American Heart Association for a meeting with
me and sharing their expertise.

Livingston County Center for Nursing

and Rehabilitation

5.Seven local school districts joined forces to
spread some Valentine's Day cheer, creating
1,500 handmade cards for our Aging Offices —
and | was honored to deliver a bundle of these
heartfelt cards to the Livingston County Center
for Nursing and Rehabilitation, bringing smiles
to residents and reminding them how much our
community cares.

Albany Office

6. It was great welcoming Hannah, Sawyer and
their fellow FFA members to Albany. | enjoyed
hearing directly from them on the importance of
Ag Education!

CHIPS Rallys

7. 1 was proud to speak at the Monroe and
Ontario County CHIPS Rallys, standing with local
highway departments to advocate for fair CHIPS
funding and pledging to continue fighting in
Albany to ensure the communities maintaining
87% of our roads and over half our bridges
receive the support they deserve.

Dansville Rotary Meeting

8. | attended a local Rotary meeting, where

| connected with community leaders and
discussed shared priorities for strengthening our
district.

Prattsburgh,Dansville and Honeoye

Libraries

9. | visited Prattsburgh, Dansville, and Honeoye
libraries where | met with staff and patrons and
saw firsthand the important role they play in
supporting education, access to resources and
community connection.
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