“Hunting, besides being one of
the oldest jobs in human history,
is a great way to celebrate our
freedom and prosperity in this
beautiful country. It is a great

time for anyone to get out there,
stay safe, and enjoy themselves!”

HUNTER
&

Any person hunting deer or bear with a
firearm or a person who is accompanying
someone hunting deer or bear with a
firearm MUST wear a minimum of 250
square inches of solid fluorescent orange
or fluorescent pink material above the
waist and visible from all directions;

OR a minimum of 250 square inches

of patterned fluorescent orange or
fluorescent pink (the pattern must be at
least 50% fluorescent orange or 50%
fluorescent pink) worn above the waist
and visible from all directions; OR a hat or
cap with no less than 50% of the exterior
consisting of solid fluorescent orange or
fluorescent pink material visible from all
directions.

All other hunters are not required by
law to wear fluorescent orange while
hunting in New York. However, DEC
highly recommends ALL hunters wear a
fluorescent orange hat, vest and/or coat
while hunting small game or big game.

Hunter orange, also known
as fluorescent orange or
blaze orange, should be
worn to make a hunter more
visible and prevent other
hunters from mistaking
them for an animal or
shooting in their direction.

Hunters who wear hunter
orange are seven times
less likely to be shot.
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DEER SEASONS 2023 _ _ DEER SEASONS 2023
Regular and Bowhunting M B v 5ot Muzzleloading

Zone Line

. Ut "'.- - %

, w2/ ::;‘:r;::”ms Season Hunting Hours .,
Hunting Hours T s Oct. 7 -9, 2023 30 minutes before Sunrise \l
30 minutes before Sunrise [ w to 30 minutes after Sunset §

Area Open
Northem and Southern Zone,
except bowhunting-only WMUs

to 30 minutes after Sunset

Eligible Hunters

Youths aged 14-15 years (all apen areas)

Youths aged 12-13 years (select counties,
sea www.dec ny govioutdoor/46245 html)

Bag Limit
One deer (antlered or antlerless)

Tags

NORTHERN ZONE Regular (either-sex), DMP and
Early Bowhunting—-All WhMUs Sept. 27 - Oct. 20 DMAF (antledess anly)
Crossbow Oct. 11 - Oct. 20 Bow/Muzz tags are not valid
Regular Oct. 21- Dec. 3 Northern Zone
Late Bowhunting—-Only WhUs 54 Dec. 4 - Dec. 10 ¢ Oct. 14 - Oct. 2(
56, 5, 6A, 6C, 6G, and 6H D DedrolElimeSe Dec. 4 - Dec. 1(
SOUTHERN ZONE B
Early Bowhunting ct. 1 - Now. D Deer of Either Sex 3
Crossbow--Not in WMUs 4. or 8C :ov. 48- NSV' 110 ! = Oct. 14 - Oct. 2
Regular (opens Saturday) jov. 18 - Dec. o
Late Bowhunting Dec. 11-Dec. 19 & " - Antlered Deer Only Oct. 14 - Oct. 2(
Dec. 26 - Jan. 1 Early Antlerless Season  Sept. 9- 17
WESTCHESTER COUNTY (35
Regular--Bowhunting Only( L Oct. 1 - Dec. 31 Tage: DMP and DMAP Southern Zone
Vertical Bow-Only: 1C, 35, 4J, 8C Dec. 11 - Dec. 1
SUFFOLK COUNTY (1C) F , Bow, & Crossbow: 3M, 3R, 8A, BF, 8G, BJ, 8N, 9A, and 9F D j : 2
Regular--Bowhunting Only Oct 1,2023 - Jan, 31,2024 TS, T ey = | Deer of Either Sex Dec. 26 - Jan. 1
ial Fi =P it R Jan. 7 - a3, 4
Special Firearms-(Permit Reg.) Jan Jan. Crosshows - —
Antler Point Restrictions May ba used to hunt deer during the Northern and = Al’lt_FEl’ Point Restrictions
During all seasong, antlered bucks must have at least Southern Zone Regular Seasons. During all seasons, antlered bucks must have
one antler with 3 or more points that are at least 1 May nat be used to hunt deer one antler with 3 or more points that are at le:
inch long. Young hunters (ages 12-16) are exempt - during the Youth Firearms Season; or 3 7
9 3 9 ~anytime in WhUs 1 (Suffolk County), 35 inch long. Young hunters (ages 12-16) are ex
l:' No Deer Hunting (Westchester County), 4J or 8C 4
D No Muzzleloading Season

e Use a “lifeline” or safety rope that is secured at
the base of the tree or stand and to the tree just
above your head when sitting in the stand. Attach
the tether from your full-body harness to the
lifeline using a carabiner and prusik knot, which
easily slides up and down the lifeline keeping
you connected at all times.

Every year, hunters are seriously injured, paralyzed, or 4
killed falling out of tree stands. Falls from tree stands

have become a major cause of hunting-related injuries

and fatalities in New York.

Once you are safely in your stand, and your
tether is attached to the tree, raise your
equipment into your stand. Always use a haul
line, such as a strong rope, to raise and lower
your unloaded gun or cocked crosshow or how
with a quiver up the stand. Do not tie the haul
line around the trigger or trigger guard on a
firearm. Raise a firearm with the muzzle pointing
down.

¢ Read the manufacturer’s instructions and
warnings before you use your tree stand and
check your stands (including straps and chains)
every season. Replace any worn or missing
parts.

e Let areliable person know where you will
be hunting and when you will return. A map
showing your stand location makes it easier for
others to find you if you do not return on time.

e Use a full-body harness with a lifeline and stay
connected from the time you leave the ground to
the time you get back down.

e Be aware of suspension trauma. Be sure the e Carry emergency equipment, such as a knife,
harness has a foot strap to relieve harness leg cell phone, flashlight, and whistle in your
pressure. y ’

pockets at all times (not in your pack hanging in
the tree).

For more information or questions concerning state government, please contact Assemblyman Robert J. Smullen’s
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Youth Firearms Season

Season Dates
Oct. 7 - 9, 2023

Area Open
Northern and Southern Zone,
except bowhunting only WhUs
Bear hunting gany State
rrrrrr K parmit Eligible Hunters

- Youth 14-15 years of age

Northern Zone
[] Regutar Sept. 16 - Dec. 3

-

s Bowhunting Sept. 16 - Oct. 20
. Crossbow Oct. 11 - Oct. 20
Muzzleloading Oct. 14 - Oct. 20
Regular Oct, 21- Dec. 3
) Southern Zone
& = i : — :
9 . Eatty.Elsanms BRntR St /171 Bowhunting Only WMUs
Early Bowhunting Oct. 1- Nov. 17 [[] WoBear Hunting
— Crossbow--Not in WMUs 4J or 8C  Mov. 4 - Nov. 17
Regular i Nov. 18 - Dec. 10 Crossbows
it least Crossbows t::: az“z’zr::::::"j?"g g: H xz ]Ig - May be used to hunt bear during the early bear
st 1 May be used to hunt deer during the Northern ' SEkone: itee doadef cotpone and e
empt. M and ngutharg tZOrI':E I\;ﬂ;lzzleloayl“j.ar S_ea‘;SN?MI'IE Wiestchester County (35) Oct. 1-Dec. 31 - Maygnm be used to hunt bear anytime in WMUs
ay not be used to hunt deer anylime in S Regular--Bowhunting Only 38 (Westchester C 4Jor8C.
1C (Suffolk Caunty), 38 (Westchester County), i s
4J or BC,

THE OF
FIREARM SAFETY

* Treat every firearm as if it is loaded.

* Always keep the muzzle pointed in a safe
direction.

o Keep your finger off the trigger, and
outside the trigger guard, until you are
ready to shoot.

* Always be sure of your target and what is
in front of it and behind it. Once you pull
the trigger, you cannot take back the bullet!

District Office: 5659 State Route 5, Suites 1-3, Herkimer, NY 13350 — 315-866-1632 — smullenr@nyassembly.gov
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Our Assemblyman

Carrying on the
Cultural Tradition
of Upstate
New York

A guide for the 2023-24 DEC
hunting fees and regulations
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