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As a former volunteer firefighter and EMT, Kevin Byrne understands how much heart, dedication, and 
sacrifice goes into being a first responder. As the representative for the 94th Assembly District, Kevin has 
advocated for first responders to get the benefits, rights, and resources they need and deserve to keep our 
communities safe. 

During the 2020 Legislative Session, Byrne co-sponsored legislation that would:
•	 Provide death benefits to the beneficiaries of qualifying volunteer firefighters and ambulance 

workers who have died in the line of duty (A.550)
•	 Make a disability benefit covering heart disease for volunteer firefighters permanent (A.563)
•	 Increase penalties on landlords whose illegal actions jeopardized the safety of first responders 

(A.1797)

Kevin also supported legislation related to COVID-19, first responders, and  
frontline workers to:
•	 Reimburse first responders for the purchase of personal protective equipment (PPE) and support 

lost revenues amid the COVID-19 pandemic  (A.10397)
•	 Provide accidental death benefits to public employees who died of COVID-19, including first 

responders who contracted the disease from caring for COVID-19  positive patients (A.10528, 
Chap. 89)

•	 Allow first responders during the COVID-19 pandemic response to receive special consideration for 
the LOSAP retirement program due to limitations on in-person drilling (A.10438A, Chap. 113)

During past legislative sessions, Kevin also supported:
•	 Expanding cancer coverage for volunteer firefighters due to increased risk caused by exposure 

when fighting fires (2018, A711, Chap. 334)
•	 Making it a crime to prevent or obstruct a firefighter from performing emergency medical care 

(2017, A.6756, Chap. 124)
•	 The Community Heroes Protection Act, which would increase penalties for those who make 

targeted attacks on fire responders (2018, A2962A)


