
Weekend Update- 3-D Mammogram Bill Signed into law, 
Shred-a-thon, Community Holiday Celebration and more!... 

A MESSAGE FROM 
Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright 

Dear Neighbor, 

I am proud to announce that the Governor signed my legislation to ensure access to early breast cancer 
detection with 3D mammograms.  This week we brought the community a Cornell Tech Town Hall, a 
Forum with Community Board 8 on the incidence of asthma in Manhattan and a college affordability 
information session.  Today, as a Member of the Judiciary Committee, I spoke at a hearing regarding 
funding for legal services for community organizations. 

Please join us for upcoming events that I am co-sponsoring in our community: 

• Shred-a-thon, last shred of the season at the East 82nd Street Greenmarket from 10am until 2pm
on Saturday, December 2.

• Council District 5 Mayoral Town Hall at 8pm on Thursday, December 7.
• An informational forum on Access-a-ride at 6pm on Thursday, December 14.
• A Community Holiday Party at Hunter College on Monday, December 18.
• Search and Care Tea and Creativity every Wednesday.

Stay in touch with my office about any issues that are important to you.  As always, we are just a visit, 
call or email away.  

Sincerely, 

REBECCA A. SEAWRIGHT 
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IN ALBANY  

Seawright's 3-D Mammography Screening 
Bill Signed Into Law  

Legislation to ensure access to early breast cancer detection 



 
NEW YORK, N.Y. – On November 30, 2017, Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright 
announced that A.5677/S.4150, legislation which would expand access to breast cancer 
screenings without cost sharing, to include breast tomosynthesis screenings also known as 
3-D mammography, was signed into law by Governor Cuomo. In March 2017, Seawright 
obtained passage of this bill 146-0 in the Assembly and in June 2017 the bill was passed in 
the Senate by Senator Joseph Griffo. 

Breast tomosynthesis or 3-D mammography uses x-rays to collect multiple images of the 
breast from several angles and creates a 3-D image of the breast. Studies have shown that it 
is more effective in detecting cancer in dense breast tissue. Dense breast tissue is one of the 
strongest predictors of risk for breast cancer. 

“It is important to continue to expand access to breast cancer screenings and New York State 
is a leader in this movement. Breast cancer is one of the most common cancers in New York 
State. Each year in New York, over 15,000 women are diagnosed with breast cancer. This bill 
clarifies that insurers would cover 3-D mammograms without co-pays or deductibles. Early 
detection is critical.  At the time when the federal climate is stripping women’s health 
coverage, the local government must act, and we did,” said Assembly Member Rebecca A. 
Seawright (D- Upper East Side, Yorkville and Roosevelt Island). 

“A breast cancer diagnosis can have a significant, life-changing impact on the lives of 
women and men and their families,” said Senator Joseph Griffo (R-Rome). “We must ensure 
that women and men have access to the best methods available when it comes to getting 
screened for breast cancer. Now, they will have another tool to better protect them from this 
horrible disease. I appreciate the Governor signing my legislation into law and for seeing 
what a valuable resource 3-D mammography can be.” 

“Today we made early detection of breast cancer more possible for millions of New 
Yorkers.  This action assures that insurance coverage for tomosynthesis, a proven 
diagnostic treatment for detecting breast cancer, will now be protected by the law.  Up to 



now, insurance coverage was not clear, in fact many carriers refused coverage for this life 
saving test.  Confusion persisted even after the New York State Department of Financial 
Services put out guidance declaring it a covered procedure.  Now, thanks to the good work of 
Assemblymember Rebecca Seawright and the patient advocates she worked so closely with, 
access to the test will be available in all appropriate circumstances.  It is this kind of activism 
and advocacy for which the State Assembly stands for,” stated Assembly Member Kevin 
Cahill, Chair of the Standing Committee on Insurance.  

"Digital breast tomosynthesis (DBT) provides higher cancer detection rates and fewer patient 
callbacks for additional testing, saving time and reducing stress for patients as well as 
reducing the costs of multiple screenings. The passage of this legislation means that more 
women will have access to this potentially life-saving cancer screening, " said Dr. Elizabeth 
Morris, Chief, Breast Imaging Service, Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. 

“3-D mammography has been shown in recent studies to find more cancers than more 
traditional forms of breast screening, as well as resulting in fewer false positive test results. 
A false positive result can create an extreme physical and psychological toll on the patient, 
as well as creating the need for further testing. I am pleased to be a sponsor on this bill 
because it will require insurers in New York to cover this procedure, which is rapidly gaining 
popularity in the medical community, and which is proving to be a more reliable form of 
screening for breast cancer,” said Assembly Member Anthony Brindisi (D – Utica). 

"Today is a momentous day for the people of the state of New York," said Dr. Christy Gamble, 
Director of Health Policy and Legislative Affairs at the Black Women's Health Imperative. "At 
a time when we are urging federal policymakers to ensure all people, regardless of their 
income, health status, or geographic location have access to affordable, quality health 
coverage, it's comforting to know that there are state policymakers, such as Assemblywoman 
Seawright, who are fighting to remove the barriers to life-saving health care for residents of 
their state. Although the incidence of breast cancer is nearly the same, black women have a 
41% higher rate of mortality from breast cancer when compared to their white counterparts. 
In addition, black women tend to have much denser breast tissue, which is a strong predictor 
of breast cancer. This law will expand access to breast tomosynthesis (or 3D mammography), 
an innovative technology that has the potential to save the lives of many women by providing 
an earlier and more accurate diagnosis of breast cancer. This is especially true for women 
with dense breast tissue. Early detection remains the key to improving breast cancer survival 
rates for black women and all women in the state of New York." 

 

Seawright Participates in Judiciary 
Committee Hearing on the 2018-19 State 

Budget 



 

 

 



 

New Laws Taking Effect – December 2017 

Effective 
Date 

Chapter 
Number Bill Number Summary 

12/1/2017 Ch. 307 of 
2017 

  A.5740-A 
S.1567-A 

***SEAWRIGHT LEGISLATION 
TAKING EFFECT ***Requires the 

state Board of Elections to post online 
the campaign websites of candidates for 
governor, lieutenant governor, attorney 
general, state comptroller, state Senate 

and Assembly. 

12/11/2017 Ch. 287 of 
2017 

A.5165 
S.1852 

Requires the Division of Veterans' 
Affairs to post contact information for 
each New York State veterans' nursing 

home on its website. 

12/11/2017 Ch. 404 of 
2017 

A.1105-B 
S.946-A 

Waives New York State civil service 
exam application fees for veterans who 
were honorably discharged or released 

under honorable circumstances. 

12/12/2017 Ch. 313 of 
2017 

A.7684 
S.4173-A 

Requires the New York City 
Department of Education to post the 
results of school kitchen and cafeteria 

inspections on its website. 

12/19/2017 Ch. 196 of 
2017 

A.7569 
S.5430 

Authorizes public safety officials of a 
local correctional facility to transfer 
custody of an inmate to an Office of 

Mental Health secure facility to receive 
mental health treatment. 

12/19/2017 Ch. 200 of 
2017 

A.7635-A 
S.6005-A 

Allows employees of entities that 
contract with school districts and 

educational institutions, such as school 
bus drivers, to administer an 

epinephrine auto-injector in emergency 
circumstances. 

12/22/2017 Ch. 379 of 
2017 

A.2534 
S.3498 

Ensures that female inmates in state 
correctional facilities have access to 

rehabilitation programs equivalent to 
those provided to male inmates, 

including vocational, academic and 
industrial programs. 

12/22/2017 Ch. 388 of 
2017 

A.7768 
S.5903 

Adds geological services to the current 
list of professional services procured 

through the qualifications-based 
selection process for New York State 

http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/wf/click?upn=CSlJk7juhuT1TOXE0aefpo5xSb5D7vkl7Wb9gMBmOmRJTHxrkjDPhPVmyZIZWuWLFQVxi0NP0JtjvJUSgh6o52KQv46z4YNJWvZ7plgo4c9kJEnDNQG2Il7-2BrZhW2sZdU-2BfsREnjY-2Bf7v9aUycF7DQ-3D-3D_BzarNnOqYmbF3xPCyhRb2bxZ3tJV5lfCqfpXnZMxfaEz8jO3TRcbFAVUybDqfF-2BX5m7Rg1gpqtQNq3AxmCBWwxq516kQt-2BFYu7ORTqBl6ZvMMY73M4KxOci7DyRBFxr2wWv5jgd5Vc0359-2FOmfgES7QreKYAm4n-2Br9wkRV4cNjcC4OirFzemC9-2F0pS3MULiR8NbdcjMVCPvmOI-2BUtWfGwz2z97t6W-2B7-2BE60tcKZSSZQN1rb-2Boj8EUrk2jlzETqSQFLv07dLqRlMkAkRo5LQhdx-2FkWP0TzatiGKPU-2BrVQceO9IEsJnWpvySCN-2BOMp7gs29zV7Ok9qRW7ySKHkFuG25g-3D-3D
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/wf/click?upn=CSlJk7juhuT1TOXE0aefpo5xSb5D7vkl7Wb9gMBmOmRJTHxrkjDPhPVmyZIZWuWLFQVxi0NP0JtjvJUSgh6o52KQv46z4YNJWvZ7plgo4c9kJEnDNQG2Il7-2BrZhW2sZdU-2BfsREnjY-2Bf7v9aUycF7DQ-3D-3D_BzarNnOqYmbF3xPCyhRb2bxZ3tJV5lfCqfpXnZMxfaEz8jO3TRcbFAVUybDqfF-2BX5m7Rg1gpqtQNq3AxmCBWwxq516kQt-2BFYu7ORTqBl6ZvMMY73M4KxOci7DyRBFxr2wWv5jgd5Vc0359-2FOmfgES7QreKYAm4n-2Br9wkRV4cNjcC4OirFzemC9-2F0pS3MULiR8NbdcjMVCPvmOI-2BUtWfGwz2z97t6W-2B7-2BE60tcKZSSZQN1rb-2Boj8EUrk2jlzETqSQFLv07dLqRlMkAkRo5LQhdx-2FkWP0TzatiGKPU-2BrVQceO9IEsJnWpvySCN-2BOMp7gs29zV7Ok9qRW7ySKHkFuG25g-3D-3D
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/wf/click?upn=CSlJk7juhuT1TOXE0aefpo5xSb5D7vkl7Wb9gMBmOmS7CRDcliZqK3BL3S7Cw3WCNHD9gYZ8gP64lUfTgG8TLPNapreFYyaSN3ZPiLH-2F3qUqg94ADMDRlO5eXurqAbTT0IAU8hG6OQJ2XTLsq-2BXmDQ-3D-3D_BzarNnOqYmbF3xPCyhRb2bxZ3tJV5lfCqfpXnZMxfaEz8jO3TRcbFAVUybDqfF-2BX5m7Rg1gpqtQNq3AxmCBWwxq516kQt-2BFYu7ORTqBl6ZvMMY73M4KxOci7DyRBFxr2wWv5jgd5Vc0359-2FOmfgES7QreKYAm4n-2Br9wkRV4cNjdNGfunU32zsQKIG2j-2BFSq-2B7GQ7-2FFztnYOUDv9J3zQ-2BWfIJ8kSwGXcmTaGaatIlOP99iYohdDs1ALNM03PW4LBvFygGvElAgav0sIMobq7emeDgLWr4yoE-2B9nlp4ycFeu83-2F8q-2FlKq54h5MVdmY9pBURL1C4ZNDn59X2DOaZSij0g-3D-3D
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/wf/click?upn=CSlJk7juhuT1TOXE0aefpo5xSb5D7vkl7Wb9gMBmOmS7CRDcliZqK3BL3S7Cw3WCNHD9gYZ8gP64lUfTgG8TLPNapreFYyaSN3ZPiLH-2F3qUqg94ADMDRlO5eXurqAbTT0IAU8hG6OQJ2XTLsq-2BXmDQ-3D-3D_BzarNnOqYmbF3xPCyhRb2b!%20xZ3tJV5lfCqfpXnZMxfaEz8jO3TRcbFAVUybDqfF-2BX5m7Rg1gpqtQNq3AxmCBWwxq516kQt-2BFYu7ORTqBl6ZvMMY73M4KxOci7DyRBFxr2wWv5jgd5Vc0359-2FOmfgES7QreKYAm4n-2Br9wkRV4cNjdG1Ei46iGpDiGhCxY4mkqZyu0U1UgOr426DQi5bFC5YQagnRoL47p0XOsi7t1IHWjX62W7L0Zgnpx7oWFi92ZrsfXOo5NsYJBigNEcpuF-2Fp2trtlPihiKkUEseW3AmqboSw891hYVbstrAMaPj2-2BCU0c96-2BEu7zJVEHAVMyQy5YQ-3D-3D
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/wf/click?upn=CSlJk7juhuT1TOXE0aefpo5xSb5D7vkl7Wb9gMBmOmS7CRDcliZqK3BL3S7Cw3WCDvebi3nXn2w-2Fv8Z6RVZ6kTcMaGjDkU5tZrqTpKwJwXzr4oMu-2BOhNevL5gVIRuHj7eaHFNAdSmdwi2fMqUBvpAg-3D-3D_BzarNnOqYmbF3xPCyhRb2bxZ3tJV5lfCqfpXnZMxfaEz8jO3TRcbFAVUybDqfF-2BX5m7Rg1gpqtQNq3AxmCBWwxq516kQt-2BFYu7ORTqBl6ZvMMY73M4KxOci7DyRBFxr2wWv5jgd5Vc0359-2FOmfgES7QreKYAm4n-2Br9wkRV4cNjeVX3sDIlWGcePyV-2BFfEdVQoOemAXUVJS7rW3Qm0ZKl8BnAKNAHH9y-2BsZvW7YSOHV0Zvq5TVLLl2jwctRgWNKrXuCwoTt9lSNl5269aTQzGB9dpuw8DE52s79aeVwkcInKZ7MsnUE8rhBdjUmztWNE6-2BUIDORIu6XBsiidckP7JQg-3D-3D
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http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/wf/click?upn=CSlJk7juhuT1TOXE0aefpo5xSb5D7vkl7Wb9gMBmOmS7CRDcliZqK3BL3S7Cw3WCNHD9gYZ8gP64lUfTgG8TLH7ApmhKEFlBXXuPxmRsOCZbzOZRcrQsKq5aUmz0SNT0gmQgyyGMgRabNYabo7NAGg-3D-3D_BzarNnOqYmbF3xPCyhRb2bxZ3tJV5lfCqfpXnZMxfaEz8jO3TRcbFAVUybDqfF-2BX5m7Rg1gpqtQNq3AxmCBWwxq516kQt-2BFYu7ORTqBl6ZvMMY73M4KxOci7DyRBFxr2wWv5jgd5Vc0359-2FOmfgES7QreKYAm4n-2Br9wkRV4cNje4-2Fn9eK4o0OI4zlt6N7rcK4ORMe-2FMd3nRZ5p7UiHr6avsNVIKuyP9dhg9Pv90UGu6ukCn3DWDFJutrzhzpHQxXURx3YBbKeOipGuHfYoZfK7McpbhjO6iuDceKy2pL709pm-2Bch-2Fx-2FgN-2B2S959-2B1kOQgKhZ7ZRJswxXP-2BsR-2BlszRQ-3D-3D
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/wf/click?upn=CSlJk7juhuT1TOXE0aefpo5xSb5D7vkl7Wb9gMBmOmS7CRDcliZqK3BL3S7Cw3WCNHD9gYZ8gP64lUfTgG8TLH7ApmhKEFlBXXuPxmRsOCZbzOZRcrQsKq5aUmz0SNT0gmQgyyGMgRabNYabo7NAGg-3D-3D_BzarNnOqYmbF3xPCyhRb2bxZ3tJV5lfCqfpXnZMxfaEz8jO3TRcbFAVUybDqfF-2BX5m7Rg1gpqtQNq3AxmCBWwxq516kQt-2BFYu7ORTqBl6ZvMMY73M4KxOci7DyRBFxr2wWv5jgd5Vc0359-2FOmfgES7QreKYAm4n-2Br9wkRV4cNje4-2Fn9eK4o0OI4zlt6N7rcK4ORMe-2FMd3nRZ5p7UiHr6avsNVIKuyP9dhg9Pv90UGu6ukCn3DWDFJutrzhzpHQxXURx3YBbKeOipGuHfYoZfK7McpbhjO6iuDceKy2pL709pm-2Bch-2Fx-2FgN-2B2S959-2B1kOQgKhZ7ZRJswxXP-2BsR-2BlszRQ-3D-3D
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/wf/click?upn=CSlJk7juhuT1TOXE0aefpo5xSb5D7vkl7Wb9gMBmOmS7CRDcliZqK3BL3S7Cw3WCNHD9gYZ8gP64lUfTgG8TLOyT1GnGD6pwCuQh09Yjb-2BwmH2BSyjideXsbCOjCi-2Blt4ReOJWwcpmU1pRqDiEzc1w-3D-3D_BzarNnOqYmbF3xPCyhRb2bxZ3tJV5lfCqfpXnZMxfaEz8jO3TRcbFAVUybDqfF-2BX5m7Rg1gpqtQNq3AxmCBWwxq516kQt-2BFYu7ORTqBl6ZvMMY73M4KxOci7DyRBFxr2wWv5jgd5Vc0359-2FOmfgES7QreKYAm4n-2Br9wkRV4cNjclgMGew7ufG2ugVluyYowtd27yaoIKYynv87bXdlJlabxsnH-2FLrQ2vGC1Zg-2BEAu9yVpKyisl9AOtMLNEeTCQ1GbeNyur-2BmwXKbHcU80wF6r977LH9ydCtRNuZ602654lG9n0i0WKcqq-2B0AbWlD-2FSsSQCTWfYvbMyulxwkGYj8x6A-3D-3D
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/wf/click?upn=CSlJk7juhuT1TOXE0aefpo5xSb5D7vkl7Wb9gMBmOmS7CRDcliZqK3BL3S7Cw3WCNHD9gYZ8gP64lUfTgG8TLOyT1GnGD6pwCuQh09Yjb-2BwmH2BSyjideXsbCOjCi-2Blt4ReOJWwcpmU1pRqDiEzc1w-3D-3D_BzarNnOqYmbF3xPCyhRb2bxZ3t!%20JV5lfCqfpXnZMxfaEz8jO3TRcbFAVUybDqfF-2BX5m7Rg1gpqtQNq3AxmCBWwxq516kQt-2BFYu7ORTqBl6ZvMMY73M4KxOci7DyRBFxr2wWv5jgd5Vc0359-2FOmfgES7QreKYAm4n-2Br9wkRV4cNjfdm6PZH823Xz-2B0-2Bo6-2B6vcYstcIY9CNcWy0haLNwOtY3m7MMdjx9SOhcZ-2B4BHMJemEb8nn8XPTp-2FQnQOK4xhA-2BwrfVtOMKWHN73HiO8dt056WkKZ-2BJiUoMzJgCztGWx0UIYByvcTlDf0x5LCno2-2BgPOGfF9CFTPSQnYPM7FMgyRwQ-3D-3D
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http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/wf/click?upn=CSlJk7juhuT1TOXE0aefpo5xSb5D7vkl7Wb9gMBmOmS7CRDcliZqK3BL3S7Cw3WCNHD9gYZ8gP64lUfTgG8TLGgxitddR2yyaME11ztP9zcjbcL0O0kIYwyKd8JxdNluX2lf7V3-2B0qc7P7GL674roQ-3D-3D_BzarNnOqYmbF3xPCyhRb2bxZ3tJV5lfCqfpXnZMxfaEz8jO3TRcbFAVUybDqfF-2BX5m7Rg1gpqtQNq3AxmCBWwxq516kQt-2BFYu7ORTqBl6ZvMMY73M4KxOci7DyRBFxr2wWv5jgd5Vc0359-2FOmfgES7QreKYAm4n-2Br9wkRV4cNjfIpOkzO7rtF8bFYlJzkmTBhE8y2u4-2B6AsBwDmeMkhi3JUGY4ehQAeYrmFSsqJaaDOTGGVI2Xv7Dpfw1QVwFJkOpsdV58ETHLAMytN1ghWHIF1HLK-2Bwkl8nywFMudAh64kt6yzJxLdOMqlZ241RfN0-2BLx-2Bz-2BEdnRFxGxaB1qX90OA-3D-3D
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/wf/click?upn=CSlJk7juhuT1TOXE0aefpo5xSb5D7vkl7Wb9gMBmOmS7CRDcliZqK3BL3S7Cw3WCNHD9gYZ8gP64lUfTgG8TLGgxitddR2yyaME11ztP9zcjbcL0O0kIYwyKd8JxdNluX2lf7V3-2B0qc7P7GL674roQ-3D-3D_BzarNnOqYmbF3xPCyhRb2bxZ3tJV5lfCqfpXnZMxfaEz8jO3TRcbFAVUybDqfF-2BX5m7Rg1gpqtQNq3AxmCBWwxq516kQt-2BFYu7ORTqBl6ZvMMY73M4KxOci7DyRBFxr2wWv5jgd5Vc0359-2FOmfgES7QreKYAm4n-2Br9wkRV4cNjfIpOkzO7rtF8bFYlJzkmTBhE8y2u4-2B6AsBwDmeMkhi3JUGY4ehQAeYrmFSsqJaaDOTGGVI2Xv7Dpfw1QVwFJkOpsdV58ETHLAMytN1ghWHIF1HLK-2Bwkl8nywFMudAh64kt6yzJxLdOMqlZ241RfN0-2BLx-2Bz-2BEdnRFxGxaB1qX90OA-3D-3D
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/wf/click?upn=CSlJk7juhuT1TOXE0aefpo5xSb5D7vkl7Wb9gMBmOmS7CRDcliZqK3BL3S7Cw3WCNHD9gYZ8gP64lUfTgG8TLENVuygmYHGXgMJXS0A9XQI70fBuFUS3No100sypIIjnLdyT3w5vEJl5mqgrlojZmw-3D-3D_BzarNnOqYmbF3xPCyhRb2bxZ3tJV5lfCqfpXnZMxfaEz8jO3TRcbFAVUybDqfF-2BX5m7Rg1gpqtQNq3AxmCBWwxq516kQt-2BFYu7ORTqBl6ZvMMY73M4KxOci7DyRBFxr2wWv5jgd5Vc0359-2FOmfgES7QreKYAm4n-2Br9wkRV4cNjfJyKsXIyHECr1vupmJfl9VkxUBZtt5LzEbDVeajLNn2qe1rTuALb3nQERc9XMoBX-2FeajkgxWWD5sBTo-2Ft0a-2FBPTIcNcafniWVuOH8FKnF6TVf-2Bq-2BmyodUCBkgzr5I6bV9lv45BGqC9MZAaz2LTp-2BctIYUa09DX-2FyCnQgAaAuEbEQ-3D-3D
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/wf/click?upn=CSlJk7juhuT1TOXE0aefpo5xSb5D7vkl7Wb9gMBmOmS7CRDcliZqK3BL3S7Cw3WCNHD9gYZ8gP64lUfTgG8TLENVuygmYHGXgMJXS0A9XQI70fBuFUS3No100sypIIjnLdyT3w5vEJl5mqgrlojZmw-3D-3D_BzarNnOqYmbF3xPCyhRb2bxZ3tJV5lfCqfpXnZMxfaEz8jO3TRcbFAVUybDqfF-2BX5m7Rg1gpqtQNq3AxmCBWwxq516kQt-2BFYu7ORTqBl6ZvMMY73M4KxOci7DyRBFxr2wWv5jgd5Vc0359-2FOmfgES7QreKYAm4n-2Br9wkRV4cNjfJyKsXIyHECr1vupmJfl9VkxUBZtt5LzEbDVeajLNn2qe1rTuALb3nQERc9XMoBX-2FeajkgxWWD5sBTo-2Ft0a-2FBPTIcNcafniWVuOH8FKnF6TVf-2Bq-2BmyodUCBkgzr5I6bV9lv45BGqC9MZAaz2LTp-2BctIYUa09DX-2FyCnQgAaAuEbEQ-3D-3D


contracts. 

12/22/2017 Ch. 389 of 
2017 

A.8051 
S.6053 

Prohibits health insurance companies 
from requiring prior authorization for 

services provided in a neonatal intensive 
care unit (NICU) of a general hospital. 

12/31/2017 Ch. 513 of 
2016 

A.8182-A 
S.5676-A 

Requires child care providers in New 
York City to post a performance 
summary card of their previous 

inspections from the Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene. 

12/31/2017 Ch. 225 of 
2017 

A.8279-A 
S.5747-A 

Extends the Department of 
Environmental Conservation’s 

authorization to limit commercial 
fishing licenses until 2018. 

 

IN OUR COMMUNITY 

 

Cornell Tech Community Town Hall  

 

On Monday, November 27, Assembly Member Seawright,  Congresswoman Maloney, Senator 
Serrano and Council Member Kallos hosted a community town hall to address the concerns 
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of the Roosevelt Island community for the impact of the new Cornell Tech on the past, 
present and future of island life.   

"We convened this meeting to talk about Cornell Tech’s Impact on Island Life: Past, Present 
and Future.  As Cornell begins completion of Phase One of development with construction 
set to begin on the Hotel and the Verizon Conference Center, we thought it was the right time 
to reflect on the Roosevelt Island community.  Cornell Tech is already an international leader 
in the academics of the digital age.  Its extraordinary architecture has become a destination 
for many and a sight to be seen.  Cornell Tech is truly an example of how the union of 
infrastructure and innovation can transform a state and a city.  Tonight we are focused on the 
neighborhood.  How has Cornell Tech blended into the town-- this two mile strip of land in the 
middle of the East River?  Now, that the relationship is moving from construction to 
community engagement, it is time to learn more about that partnership," said Seawright.     

 

The crowd gathers in the Good Shepherd Community Center.   



 

The Girl Scouts made posters to thank Cornell Tech for their work with youth on the island.  

 

RIOC CEO Susan Rosenthal addresses the crowd and provides an update on community 
events including the tree lighting on Friday, December 8.   

 

Seawright Hosts Asthma Forum with 
Community Board 8 in Response to the East 

91st Street MTS  



 

Seawright presents her Asthma Study Bill, A7214 which passed both houses and calls for the 
Department of Health to conduct a study on the high incidence of asthma in Manhattan at a 
forum with Community Board 8.  Dr. Newman, a Respiratory Specialist with New York Health 
and Hospitals spoke about causes and prevention of asthma.  Valerie Rifkin, constituent and 
environmental consultant spoke about the consequences of building a waste transfer station 

in a residential community with already unprecedented rates of asthma.   

 

(Left to right) Environmental Consultant Valerie Rifkin, Dr. Thomas Newman, Community 
Board 8 Health, Seniors and Social Services Co-chairs Barbara Rudder, David Liston and 

Jacqueline Ludorf sit on the panel.   



 

Chair of MTS Community Advisory Group (CAG) Carol Tweedy answers questions related to the work 
timeline and truck specifications for attendees.   

 

District Leader and long time activist Jill Eisner continues to work to fight the waste transfer 
station at East 91st Street.   



 

 

College Affordability and Excelsior 
Scholarship Information Session  

 

On Thursday, Assembly Member Seawright, Senator Liz Krueger and Council Member Kallos hosted 
an information session on College Affordability and the Excelsior Scholarship Program.  In her 

remarks, Seawright explained the importance of an affordable education for all.   

"We must recognize that we as a society do not have the luxury of considering education to be a 
luxury.  Education is a right not a privilege!  It is both the key to fulfilling individual student’s dreams 



while meeting the demands of an evolving workforce, changing technologies and a dynamic, global 
economy.  Support for college affordability is very much about support for a stable tax base of 

graduates and their families who remain in our state and contribute mightily to the quality of life of our 
community.  It is the underpinning of a healthy and vigorous society.  As the proud parent of two 
impressive graduates of the New York city public school system and who currently attend public 

colleges and universities, I understand how important affordable access to education is for families in 
New York State," said Seawright.   

 

UPCOMING SEAWRIGHT SPONSORED EVENTS  

 



 



 



 



 

 

NEWS YOU CAN USE  

 

  

New Park Space Opens On Upper East Side 
Esplanade 
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A Message from Con Edison: Light Up Your 
Holidays Safely 
and Efficiently  

NEW YORK – Colorful holiday 
lightening in a home or yard can 
brighten spirits and remind us 
that this is the season of good 
cheer. 

Con Edison wants its customers 
in New York City and 
Westchester County to enjoy 
lighting up their homes, and 
reminds them to do it safely and 
in a way that doesn’t jack up 

their energy costs. 

As always, safety first. Here are some tips: 

•          Look for the UL label and carefully read instructions on your lights and other 
devices that require interior or exterior connections to ensure safety. The label means 
the product has undergone evaluation by a recognized product safety organization. 
Buying certified products lessens the chances of shock or fire. 

•          Do not use inside lights outside. 
•          Check electric cords for worn spots or fraying. Replace cords that are worn or 

frayed. 
•          Don’t place electric cords under carpets or furniture. 
•          Never attempt to retrieve an electrical product that has fallen in water. 
•          Never staple or nail cords to walls or baseboards. 
•          Don’t overload outlets or powers strips. Overheated wires start fires. 

A robust holiday lighting display is going to affect your electric costs. But you can control 
your extra costs with a few simple steps. 

•          If your lights are old, replace them with LEDs. 
•          Set timers for lights to automatically turn on when it gets dark and turn off at 

night. You can save money by keeping your lights on from 6 p.m. to midnight, instead 
of all night long. 

•          Look for the Energy Star label on lighting and any electronics or appliances you 
buy as gifts. These models meet stricter standards and can reduce energy usage up 
to 40 percent compared to standard models. 

•          Use power strips. To save energy, shut off power at the strip when the 
appliances are not used. 

Con Edison is a subsidiary of Consolidated Edison, Inc. [NYSE: ED], one of the nation’s 
largest investor-owned energy companies, with approximately $12 billion in annual revenues 
and $49 billion in assets. The utility provides electric, gas and steam service to more than 3 
million customers in New York City and Westchester County, N.Y. 
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UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS 



 

 

 



 

 

Memorial Sloan Kettering is partnering with New York Presbyterian and the New York Public 
Library to offer The Community Conversations Cafe series. These talks engage neighborhood 
residents on the topics most important to them in an open discussion with leaders from the 
local scientific and medical community. You are invited to bring your ideas, experience, and 

questions on each topic into an open conversation with a few of the scientific minds from 
New York-Presbyterian-Cornell and The Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 

Postdoctoral Association. 



Join our discussion about depression on Thursday, December 14 . Space is limited so please 
RSVP Here.  Location: 67th Street Public Library - 328 East 67th Street 

 

 

Upcoming Community Events at NewYork-Presbyterian/Weill Cornell Medical Center  

NOTE: All listed events are free and open to the public. If RSVP is required, this is noted in 
the event description.  

•          December 5: Chair Yoga 

Join Kate Fishman, PT, DPT, OCS for guided instruction in chair yoga. 

Greenberg Pavilion – 4th floor atrium, 525 East 68th Street Hospital Entrance follow signs to 
the Greenberg Pavilion, 1 – 2 PM 

  

•          December 5, December 12, December 19: Cardio Fitness - Piloxing  

Join Erin Treemarcki, DO, Certified Piloxing Instructor for an energizing cardio fitness 
Piloxing class that combines Pilates, boxing, and dance. No registration necessary! 

Cayuga Room, 520 East 70th Street Hospital Entrance follow signs to the Garden Café. 
Cayuga Room is behind the Garden Café, 5:30 – 6:30 PM 

  

•          December 6: Current Treatments for Bladder Cancer 

Join Dr. Scott Tagawa who will speak about current treatments for the disease. 

Myra Mahon Patient Resource Center, 1305 York Avenue, 2nd Floor, 2:30 – 3:30 PM 

  

•          December 6, December 13, December 20, December 27: Mindfulness Meditation 

The Pastoral Care & Education Department hosts Mindfulness Meditation every Wednesday 
led by Linda Van Ness in Pastoral Care, Certified Integrative Restoration (iRest) Teacher®. 
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Cofer Memorial Chapel, 525 East 68th Street Hospital Entrance just past security, 12:30 – 1 PM 

  

•          December 7, December 14, December 21: HandsOnly CPR 

Join JodyScopa Goldman for a HandsOnly CPR class. This class is for adults and does not 
come with certification. Registration is recommended. To register either call 212-746-9294 or 

email perelmanheartedu@nyp.org 

Greenberg Pavilion – 4th floor atrium, 525 East 68th Street Hospital Entrance follow signs to 
the Greenberg Pavilion, 1:30 – 2:30 PM 

  

•          December 7: Advanced and Metastatic Prostate Cancer Support Group with Us 
TOO NY and Cancer ABCs 

Join Weill Cornell Medicine, Us TOO New York & Cancer ABCs ™ for a monthly 
support group ONLY for men with advanced or metastatic prostate cancer. For more 

information contact Joel T. Nowak at CancerABCs@gmail.com or (516) 445-2026. 

Weill Cornell Medical College – Room B307 (take B elevators next to the stairs to the 3rd floor 
and follow the signs), 1300 York Avenue, 5:15 PM 

  

•          December 12: Multiple Myeloma Support Group 

Join Cara Beth Hanover, LMSW for the multiple myeloma support group. Light refreshments 
will be served. RSVP at 646-499-0674 or cal9064@nyp.org 

Belfer Research Building, BB 302-C/D, 413 East 69th Street, 6 – 8 PM 

  

•          December 13: Lecture – Lower Back Pain and Physical Therapy 

Join Dr. C David Lin who specializes in rehabilitation medicine to learn about common 
causes of lower back pain and the role physical therapy plays in treatment. 

Myra Mahon Patient Resource Center, 2nd Floor, 1305 York Avenue, 2:30 – 3:30 PM 

  

•          December 19: Healthy Heart Talk – Maximizing the Benefits of Vitamins and 
Minerals  
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Join Keisha Okorie, RD and Lauren Solomon, MS, RD to learn about the benefits of vitamins 
and minerals. 

Greenberg Pavilion – 4th floor atrium, 525 East 68th Street Hospital Entrance follow signs to 
the Greenberg Pavilion, 1 – 2 PM 

  

•          December 19: Brain Aneurysm Support Group 

Join the Weill Cornell Brain and Spin Center & the Brain Aneurysm Foundation for a 
support group for newly diagnosed, survivors, and family members. Light 
refreshments to be served. For more information contact Kim Salvaggio at 

kas2004@med.cornell.edu or 212-746-4998 

525 East 68th Street Hospital Entrance, Baker 1601 Conference Room, 4 – 5 PM 

  

•          December 21: Prostate Cancer Support Group 

Join Us Too New York and speaker Christin J. Nelson, PhD for a discussion on 
‘Sexual Recovery After Prostate Cancer Treatment: What You Should Know’ 

Weill Cornell Medical College, 1300 York Avenue, Room B307 – take the “b” elevators 
next to the stairs to the 3rd floor and follow signs, 6 PM 

  

•          Perelman Mile-Plus Walk – every Monday and Thursday in December except 
week of 12/25  

Enjoy a scenic walk around the Hospital and East River Esplanade. 

Meet out front of the 525 East 68th Street Hospital Entrance, 12 – 12:30 PM 

If you have any questions about the upcoming community events listed here, please contact 
Stephanie Lizza at stl9073@nyp.org  

 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATES  

 

MSK/CUNY  

mailto:kas2004@med.cornell.edu
mailto:stl9073@nyp.org


Necessary construction activity will take place at the site on Saturday, December 2, 7:00 am - 
6:00 pm. 

  Please call the project's Construction Information Line at 212-639-4444 with any questions 
or comments. 

   
 

91st Street Waste Transfer Station  
For the E91st Street Marine Transfer Station project, there will be work this weekend. 

From Monday, 12/4 through Friday, 12/8, there will be After Hours work starting from 6:00 AM. 

 

 



East 81st Street Pedestrian Bridge  

 

   
 

Con Ed Work Notices  



 


