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February 10, 2022 

  

My office and the Gambian Community in collaboration with the Senegalese Association 

and ACASI are looking for donations to help the victims of the tragic Bronx fire. For more 

information about drop-offs see below or call my office at 718-442-9932. 

  

 

NYCHA has recently opened kitchens in vacant apartments at Stapleton Houses to serve as 

community kitchens. Those who are impacted by the gas outage can call management (718-448-

5000) to schedule appointments in two-hour increments. There are 5 open kitchens with 1 being 

a 504/ADA accessible unit. 



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 District 61 News 

Detective Wendell Stradford 

In honor of Black History Month this week we recognize the career of Det. Wendell Stradford. 

During his 37 years of service, the decorated officer solved over 100 murder cases. He was also 

my high school basketball coach and continues to be an avid contributor to our community. 

Thank you for your service, coach!  



 

To watch my video acknowledging Det. Stradford click here. 

  

 

Updates from Albany  

Assemblyman Charles D. Fall questions New York City Mayor Eric Adams during the 

Virtual/Joint 2022 Local Governments Budget Hearing. 

• Assemblyman Fall first thanked Mayor Adams for his quick response to providing over 

1,000 COVID Test Kits that were distributed throughout the North Shore of Staten 

Island during the heightened spike of the Omicron variant. 

• The Assemblyman turned to asking the Mayor about the ramifications of Hurricane Ida 

centering on property damage, displacement and the need for catch basins to be 

periodically checked and cleaned.  

o The Mayor replied that his administration is focused on “getting stuff done.”  

o He will make sure that all city agencies involved will focus on cleaning all 

basins on a periodic basis.  

o With federal infrastructure allocations, the Mayor said that one of the primary 

focuses citywide, especially on Staten Island, is to have his environmental team 

produce assessments on roads, bridges and sewer systems. “We have to focus 

on retrofitting infrastructure build-outs. 

• Assemblyman Fall then turned his focus and addressed other factors of concern:  

o Stapleton Houses cooking gas problem 

o North Shore Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) - City Support. 

o Visiting the Richmond University Center. 

Mayor Adams responded and stated that he plans to be on Staten Island next week. That 

NYCHA is facing a $40 billion shortfall, however, this in no way should be an excuse for what 

is happening in the Stapleton Houses. “We shouldn’t be addressing issues after the make the 

front pages of our newspapers.”   

https://twitter.com/Charlesdfall/status/1491118080071974912?cxt=HHwWgIDSjcv_wbEpAAAA


 

 
To watch the full video click here. 

Governor Hochul announced this week that the statewide indoor business mask-or-vaccine 

requirement will be lifted on Thursday, February 10th and will remain optional for businesses, 

local governments and counties to enforce.  

This protocol, a temporary measure implemented on December 10 as statewide cases spiked, was 

an effective tool to address the winter surge and the rise of the Omicron variant. With case 

counts plummeting and hospitalizations sharply declining, this temporary measure is no longer 

needed statewide. Counties, cities, and businesses will be able to opt into the mask-or-vaccine 

requirement if they so choose.  

Masks remain a critical tool to fight the spread of COVID-19, and mask requirements will 

remain in place in certain high-density settings.  

• All health care settings regulated by the Department of Health and other related state 

agencies will continue to require masks.  

• Masks will also be required in nursing homes, adult care facilities, correctional facilities, 

detention centers, homeless shelters, and domestic violence shelters, public transit and 

transportation hubs, as well as trains, planes and airports in accordance with federal 

regulations.  

Governor Hochul also announced plans to assess the mask requirement in schools in early 

March, to ensure students can continue learning in-person and in the classroom.  

• The assessment will be based on public health data, including key metrics like cases per 

100,000 residents, hospital admission rates, vaccination rates, global trends and 

pediatric hospitalizations.  

• Plans are already underway to distribute two tests for every K-12 student ahead of 

midwinter break and continue distribution the following week when students return to 

school. In the meantime. 

https://nyassembly.gov/mem/Charles-D-Fall/video/


• Governor Hochul has directed the Department of Health to work on preliminary 

guidance, with input from educators and parents, to keep students and teachers safe. 

 

Critical Updates, New Policies, and Testing Locations to Protect You and Your Community 

1. Governor Hochul announced that the statewide indoor business mask-or-vaccine 

requirement will be lifted starting Thursday, February, 10, and will remain optional 

for businesses, local governments and counties to enforce. This protocol, a temporary 

measure implemented on December 10 as statewide cases spiked, was an effective tool to 

address the winter surge and the rise of the Omicron variant. With case counts 

plummeting and hospitalizations sharply declining, this temporary measure is no longer 

needed statewide. Counties, cities, and businesses will be able to opt into the mask-or-

vaccine requirement if they so choose. View Governor Hochul's Presentation Here 

2. Governor Kathy Hochul today announced that state and local law enforcement 

agencies across New York will be stepping up patrols and targeting impaired 

driving during the Super Bowl weekend. The enforcement campaign will run from 

Friday, February 11, 2022, through Monday, February 14, 2022. This safety initiative is 

designed to reduce alcohol and drug-related traffic crashes. It is sponsored by STOP-

DWI with funding from the Governor's Traffic Safety Committee. 

  

3. Governor Kathy Hochul today announced more than $64 million in federal funding 

to help struggling New Yorkers with children, multi-generational households, and 

survivors of domestic violence with their expenses amid the ongoing COVID-19 

pandemic. Administered through the state Office of Temporary and 

Disability Assistance and the state Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence, the 

Pandemic Emergency Assistance Fund will provide one-time payments to help with the 

cost of diapers for struggling families, cover food expenses for households with both 

children and older adults, and provide crucial housing and relocation assistance for 

survivors of domestic violence.  

  

 

Crucial Resources to Support and Aid Your Everyday Needs 

1. The NYS Homeowner Assitance Fund is available now. You may be eligible for up 

to $50,000 in financial assistance. 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-winter-toolkit-new-phase-covid-response-keep-new-york-safe-open-and
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-winter-toolkit-new-phase-covid-response-keep-new-york-safe-open-and
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-winter-toolkit-new-phase-covid-response-keep-new-york-safe-open-and
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.governor.ny.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2022-02%2F020922_COVID_Deck.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CAshley.Struble%40digital.ny.gov%7Ca4936c21716341511b9008d9ebfb1720%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637800287058190027%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=LjJXZt4X2EIPbEywpwwJZwLmQWePkIH5rdAozmpWZ7w%3D&reserved=0
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-increased-statewide-impaired-driving-enforcement-efforts-during
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-increased-statewide-impaired-driving-enforcement-efforts-during
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-increased-statewide-impaired-driving-enforcement-efforts-during
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-64-million-aid-struggling-families-and-survivors-domestic-violence
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-64-million-aid-struggling-families-and-survivors-domestic-violence
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-64-million-aid-struggling-families-and-survivors-domestic-violence
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-64-million-aid-struggling-families-and-survivors-domestic-violence


 

2. Important: The NYS Department of Labor will mail 1099-G tax forms to all Excluded 

Workers Fund (EWF) recipients to the address listed on their EWF application. The 

information from this form must be included in tax filings for the 2021 calendar year. As 

you may know, payments from the EWF are considered taxable income. Although 

payments were mailed with state taxes already taken out, they may still be subject to 

federal income tax. For more information click here. 

  

 

3. Our children have faced many challenges throughout the pandemic. Now they’re 

back at school and being asked to return to normalcy, but this school year is 

anything but normal. That’s why the UFT’s Positive Learning Collaborative (PLC) 

is offering free, confidential mental health sessions to students and to parents calling 

on their children's behalf. Hours of Operation: Monday-Friday: 8:30 A.M. to 12 

P.M. Saturday: 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. Call 212-709-3222 or Text "PLC" to 43961 

  

http://dol.ny.gov/ew
http://dol.ny.gov/ew


4. What is HEAP? The Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) helps low-income 

people pay the cost of heating their homes. How does it work? If you are eligible, you 

may receive one regular HEAP benefit per season and could also be eligible for an 

emergency HEAP benefit if you are in impending danger of running out of fuel or having 

your utility service shut off. Are HEAP benefits available year-round? No, the 

application period normally begins in early to mid-November and continues into the 

winter, until funding for the program runs out. 

5. Free SNAP Assistance - See the flyer below 

 
  

6. It’s important to submit an SBA Loan Application - After you apply for disaster 

assistance from FEMA, you may be referred to the U.S. Small Business Administration. 

If you are referred to SBA, you should complete and submit the application. If your 

application is approved, you are not obligated to accept the SBA disaster loan but failure 

to submit the application may disqualify you from other possible FEMA assistance, such 

as disaster-related car repairs, essential household items and other expenses. SBA disaster 

loans are the largest source of federal disaster recovery funds for survivors.  In planning 

your recovery, give yourself the widest possible set of options. Submitting the application 

makes it possible for homeowners and renters to be considered for additional FEMA 

grants. Applicants may apply online using SBA’s secure website at 

DisasterLoanAssistance.sba.gov or they may email DisasterCustomerService@SBA.gov 

for more information on SBA’s disaster assistance program. Applicants may also call 

SBA’s Customer Service Center at 800-659-2955 or email 

disastercustomerservice@sba.gov for more information on SBA disaster assistance.  

  

http://www.disasterloan.sba.gov/
mailto:FOCE-Help@SBA.gov
mailto:disastercustomerservice@sba.gov


7. If you’re a renter having trouble paying your rent, utilities, or other housing costs – 

or if you’re a landlord trying to stay afloat with tenants in this situation – help may 

be available. State and local programs are distributing billions of dollars in rental 

assistance to help renters stay housed during the pandemic. Visit the CFPB’s Rental 

Assistance Finder to find out what this means for you and what you can do.  The 

CFPB’s site also includes resources to help renters and landlords understand other 

resources to help navigate various financial hardships related to the pandemic. 

8. Staten Island Legal Services wants to help you. If you need free legal help during the 

COVID-19 crisis, for matters of immigration, foreclosure, small business advice, and 

more, call them at 718-233-6480. 

https://www.consumerfinance.gov/coronavirus/mortgage-and-housing-assistance/renter-protections/find-help-with-rent-and-utilities/?utm_source=vanity&utm_medium=outreach&utm_campaign=renthelp
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/coronavirus/mortgage-and-housing-assistance/renter-protections/find-help-with-rent-and-utilities/?utm_source=vanity&utm_medium=outreach&utm_campaign=renthelp


    

 

9. Project Hospitality provides a wide range of services to our communities. From 

vaccinations to mental health guidance to help applying for rental assistance. See flyers below 

for more information. 



   

 



    

        

10.  The BJ House Community  - Mobile Pantry will come right to your door. Every 

first Wednesday of each month, every Tuesday, and every 3rd Saturday of each 



month.  

 

11. This robust 6-week communitytraining program informs NewYorkers about NYPD 

policies,activities, and authorities. 



 

12. The Y is now offering new rounds of FREE lifeguard training and certification this 

spring, including at the Broadway Y.  Pre-tests are required for this opportunity and are 

currently underway, with lots of times and dates at Ys across the city. Experienced 

swimmers should see here for details and scheduling. 

https://ymcanyc.org/ymca-lifeguard-training-certification


 



13. St. Ann's Creative Learning Center has open enrollment right now. Call 718-273-5371 

for more information. 

 

14. Small Business Resources:  

• For counseling and help services through SBS click here. 

• Procurement Center Representatives (PCRs) help small businesses win federal 

contracts. PCRs view many federal acquisition and procurement strategies 

before they’re announced. This enables them to influence opportunities that 

should be set aside for small businesses. PCRs also conduct market research, 

assist small businesses with payment issues, provide counseling on the 

contracting process, and more. 

• Subcontracting Program Assistance (SPA) can help you with subcontracting 

questions after a contract is awarded. SPA can help you with tools to match 

prime contractors and subcontractors, help small businesses market their 

services to prime contractors, and more. 

• SBA Learning Center. The SBA offers free online courses to help small 

businesses understand government contracting. You can find these video 

classes in the SBA Learning Center. 

  

https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/counseling-help
https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/counseling-help
https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/counseling-help/procurement-center-representative-directory
mailto:Subcontracting@sba.gov
https://www.sba.gov/tools/sba-learning-center/search/training/government-contracting


 

  

Useful Events and Opportunities 

  

1. Help support your neighborhood schools - For more information click her 

 

  

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/careers/substitute-teaching


2. The Department of Transportation is hiring - Apply by 2/15 

 



3. Put your swimming skill to the ultimate test. Become an NYC Lifeguard – help keep 

New York’s beaches and pools safe and develop skills that will last a lifetime. 

 



4. Community Conversation on Smoking & Vaping being held on Wednesday, Feb 9th and 

is open to all Staten Islanders ages 13+ 

 

5. Urban Faries of S.I.C.O., Beautiful Heartbeats Inc, and Free It Forward Host their 

1st Annual Community Baby Shower. February 17th, 6:00PM-8:00PM 

  



  

 

  



6. Central Family Life Center presents their 17th Annual Staten Island Black History 

Townhall. Saturday, February 26, 2022 at 12 PM. 

 

  

  

7. The Forest Ave. Comeunity Fridge is a group from Mariners Harbor looking to help 

out our community with Food Insecurity. 

  



 

  

  

Sincerely, 

  

 
Charles D. Fall 

Member of Assembly 

  



ALBANY OFFICE: Room 534, Legislative Office Building, Albany, NY 12248. 518-455-

4677, FAX 518-455-5946 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 853 Forest Avenue, Staten Island, New York 10310. 718-442-9932, 

FAX 718-442-9942 

  
 


