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District 61 News 

  

Happy Thanksgiving 

I wanted to share a brief message with you before the holiday. Wishing you and yours a happy, 

safe & healthy Thanksgiving. 

 

Announcing our Baseball Team's New Name 

I had a great time celebrating the announcement of our baseball team's new name, the Ferry 

Hawks. I'm excited to continue to support them building year-round community focused 

entertainment for all. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6-3EGQcRSg


 

Food Giveaway with Hunts Point Produce Market 

I was grateful to give back to the community with Hunts Point Produce Market as part of their 

Staten Island stop during their "Week of Giving" leading up to Thanksgiving. 

 

Advocating for our Special Needs Community  

As someone who had a close family member with special needs, I know how important it is that 

our schools that serve them have all the resources that they need to support their students. I was 

proud to stand with my colleagues and the Eden II family to advocate for parity funding and for 

Governor Hochul to sign the legislation that I cosponsored, A.8013, into law. 



 

Sunday Service at St. Philips and Reach Out & Touch Ministries 

This Sunday I was honored to join St. Philips and Reach Out & Touch Ministries for their 

Sunday service. Our houses of worship are the bedrock of our community and I greatly 

appreciate the continued guidance and support from our faith leaders on the North Shore. 





 

Thanksgiving Turkey Giveaway 

Last night, I partnered with COJO, Project Hospitality, Governor Hochul, Senator Savino, 

Assemblyman Cusick, and the NYPD to give away over 100 turkeys. I am thankful for all of our 

community partners that always show up to help those in need. 

 

  

 

Updates from Albany  

Both Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie and Senate Democratic Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-

Cousins formally requested an additional $996 million from the Federal Reserve for the 



Emergency Rental Assistance Program (ERAP). These funds would help New York meet the 

demands of constituents still in need of aid due to COVID-19 hardships. 

• New York has already distributed $1.02 billion in direct rental arrears payments to over 

81,000 landlords to date and approved an additional $1.09 billion to another 86,000 

landlords while the State awaits final application verification.  

• While the State’s Emergency Rental Assistance Program (ERAP) has been instrumental 

in providing relief to New York renters and their landlords to date, the scope of need 

across the State will exhaust the original $2.6 billion federal allocation.  

• Many New Yorkers who would otherwise be eligible for federal assistance will not 

receive financial relief unless additional funds are authorized.   

• New York State has the highest percentage of residential tenant households of any state 

in the country, with nearly half of New Yorker households living in rental units. 

• Similarly, with monthly rents well exceeding the national average, nearly half of New 

York’s rental households meet the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s 

definition of being “rent burdened”. 

• At least half a million tenants in New York City alone were or are in rent arrears due to 

the financial challenges caused by the pandemic.  

• While federal COVID-19 relief has lifted many tenants out of crisis, hundreds of 

thousands of tenants continue to face significant rent debt across the state. Those 

households are at high risk of housing instability.  

• ERAP has been an instrumental and highly successful tool for the timely and responsible 

distribution of federal funding, with over $2.1 billion allocated or committed to date. 

Since the program's launch in June of this year, the State Office of Temporary and 

Disability Assistance (OTDA) has received over 278,000 ERAP applications, far 

exceeding the current program's financial limitations.  

• Without additional federal assistance in the form of reallocated Emergency Rental 

Assistance funding, our State program will be unable to fulfill unresolved, yet qualified 

applications.  



 



“I commend Speaker Heastie and Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins for taking additional steps to 

assist our renters and landlords. I look forward to continuing my work with my colleagues and 

leadership to address the many concerns facing all New Yorkers during the pandemic recovery 

process.”  

  

 

  

Critical Updates, New Policies, and Testing Locations to Protect You and Your Community 

1. Governor Kathy Hochul Signed Legislation Codifying the Nourish New York 

Program into Law. Governor Hochul signed this legislation into law before 

Thanksgiving to reaffirm New York's commitment to providing support to those facing 

food insecurity across the state. The Nourish New York initiative reroutes New York's 

surplus agricultural products to the populations who need them most through the state's 

food banks. The program also provides much-needed support for the food producers and 

farmers who have lost markets as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic because the state's 

food banks are buying agricultural products from New York farmers and food processors.  

2. Eligible individuals can schedule vaccine appointments by contacting: 

• The NYC Vaccine hotline at 877-829-4692 or clicking here 

• The NYS hotline at 888-364-3065 or clicking here 

• SOMOS, a community health provider at 833-766-6769  

• Eligible individuals will have to fill out a screening form and attest to being in 

an eligible category. Anyone who is NOT eligible for vaccination, should not sign 

up for an appointment. Click here to find updated vaccine eligibility lists, 

vaccine locations near you, and schedule a vaccine appointment when eligible. 

• Click here for a COVID-19 vaccine fact sheet. 

6. Review the State guidelines for travelers arriving in New York State. 

• View the Test-and-Trace Corps COVID-19 Wait Times Dashboard for estimated wait 

times for NYC Health + Hospitals COVID-19 testing locations. This wait time 

information is updated by site staff every two hours.  

• Use the DOH map to find all State-run testing sites. 

• Click here for a full list of NYC Health + Hospitals walk-in testing sites 

available at no cost to you on the North Shore.  

• Use the Phone-a-Clinician program with Health + Hospitals, by calling (844) 

NYC-4NYC. Call to connect with a medical provider free of charge seven days a 

week from 9 AM - 9 PM. 

• Individuals that are unable to safely isolate themselves at home may be afforded a 

free temporary hotel room. Click here to learn more or call (844) 692-4692. 

Please click here if you have any further questions. 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-signs-legislation-codifying-nourish-new-york-program-law
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-signs-legislation-codifying-nourish-new-york-program-law
http://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://am-i-eligible.covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/
https://forms.ny.gov/s3/vaccine
https://forms.ny.gov/s3/vaccine
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-vaccine-locations.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-vaccine-locations.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-vaccine-facts.page
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://www.nychealthandhospitals.org/test-and-trace/
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you
https://www.nychealthandhospitals.org/covid-19-testing-sites/#statenisland
https://www.nychealthandhospitals.org/covid-19-testing-sites/#statenisland
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/get-help/covid-19-hotel-program.page
https://on.nyc.gov/2DlH4sT


 

 

 

 

 

 

Crucial Resources to Support and Aid Your Everyday Needs 

  

1. Our children have faced many challenges throughout the pandemic. Now they’re 

back at school and being asked to return to normalcy, but this school year is 

anything but normal. That’s why the UFT’s Positive Learning Collaborative (PLC) 

is offering free, confidential mental health sessions to students and to parents calling 

on their children's behalf. Hours of Operation: Monday-Friday: 8:30 A.M. to 12 

P.M. Saturday: 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. Call 212-709-3222 or Text "PLC" to 43961 

2. The 2021-2022 Regular HEAP Benefit opened October 1, 2021 

What is HEAP? The Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) helps low-income 

people pay the cost of heating their homes. How does it work? If you are eligible, you 

may receive one regular HEAP benefit per season and could also be eligible for an 

emergency HEAP benefit if you are in impending danger of running out of fuel or having 

your utility service shut off. Are HEAP benefits available year-round? No, the 

application period normally begins in early to mid-November and continues into the 

winter, until funding for the program runs out. 

  

https://www.ny.gov/services/apply-heating-and-cooling-assistance-heap


3. Free SNAP Assistance - See the flyer below 

 
  

4. It’s important to submit an SBA Loan Application - After you apply for disaster 

assistance from FEMA, you may be referred to the U.S. Small Business Administration. 

If you are referred to SBA, you should complete and submit the application. If your 

application is approved, you are not obligated to accept the SBA disaster loan but failure 

to submit the application may disqualify you from other possible FEMA assistance, such 

as disaster-related car repairs, essential household items and other expenses. SBA disaster 

loans are the largest source of federal disaster recovery funds for survivors.  In planning 

your recovery, give yourself the widest possible set of options. Submitting the application 

makes it possible for homeowners and renters to be considered for additional FEMA 

grants. Applicants may apply online using SBA’s secure website at 

DisasterLoanAssistance.sba.gov or they may email DisasterCustomerService@SBA.gov 

for more information on SBA’s disaster assistance program. Applicants may also call 

SBA’s Customer Service Center at 800-659-2955 or email 

disastercustomerservice@sba.gov for more information on SBA disaster assistance. 

  

6. If you’re a renter having trouble paying your rent, utilities, or other housing costs – 

or if you’re a landlord trying to stay afloat with tenants in this situation – help may 

be available. State and local programs are distributing billions of dollars in rental 

assistance to help renters stay housed during the pandemic. Visit the CFPB’s 

Rental Assistance Finder to find out what this means for you and what you can 

do.  The CFPB’s site also includes resources to help renters and landlords 

http://www.disasterloan.sba.gov/
mailto:FOCE-Help@SBA.gov
mailto:disastercustomerservice@sba.gov
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/coronavirus/mortgage-and-housing-assistance/renter-protections/find-help-with-rent-and-utilities/?utm_source=vanity&utm_medium=outreach&utm_campaign=renthelp
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/coronavirus/mortgage-and-housing-assistance/renter-protections/find-help-with-rent-and-utilities/?utm_source=vanity&utm_medium=outreach&utm_campaign=renthelp


understand other resources to help navigate various financial hardships related to 

the pandemic. 

  

7. Staten Island Legal Services wants to help you. If you need free legal help during the 

COVID-19 crisis, for matters of immigration, foreclosure, small business advice, and 

more, call them at 718-233-6480. 

    

 



8. Project Hospitality provides a wide range of services to our communities. From 

vaccinations to mental health guidance to help applying for rental assistance. See flyers below 

for more information. 

   

 



    

        

9. State parks and historic sites are staffed by a core of permanent employees who 

work year-round to maintain these precious resources. During the peak of our 

operating season (May through September) the permanent staff is supplemented by 

several thousand seasonal employees who work to ensure that our patrons have a 

positive and safe experience when visiting our sites. 



• Be a part of the premier park system in the United States - with more than 250 

state parks, historic sites, golf courses, swimming pools, beaches, campgrounds, 

marinas, trails, and museums and nature centers. 

• Work in some of the most beautiful, scenic, and historic places New York State 

has to offer. 

• Make a tangible impact on your community. Parks are for everyone, and all are 

welcome here: People of every age, ability, color, or creed belong here – without 

exceptions – yourself included! People of every kind come visit us in order to 

have experiences – and at OPRHP, we get to be part of these special times in truly 

meaningful ways. See how you can make a difference as a part of Team OPRHP! 

To learn more about seasonal or permanent employment click here. 

  

 

10. Snow season is coming! Become a paid emergency Snow Laborer to help us clear snow 

from steps, streets, crosswalks and fire hydrants after winter storms. Earn $15/hour. 

Must make an appointment and be at least 18 years old. Click here for more details. 

http://nyc.gov/snow


              

11. The Central Family Life Center is now accepting applications for their free Career 

Training Programs. Call (718) 273-8414 ext.8 and see the flyer below for more 

information. 

http://nyc.gov/snow


 
  

12. Staten Island University Hospital’s Executive Healthcare Internship (EHI) program 

provides a unique opportunity to serve your community and immerse yourself in the 

growing field of healthcare. Explore the EHI program where you will develop the 

skills, knowledge, and experience to become a leader in the healthcare industry. 



Click here to apply today 

.  

13. Small Business Resources:  

• For counseling and help services through SBS click here. 

• Procurement Center Representatives (PCRs) help small businesses win federal 

contracts. PCRs view many federal acquisition and procurement strategies 

before they’re announced. This enables them to influence opportunities that 

should be set aside for small businesses. PCRs also conduct market research, 

assist small businesses with payment issues, provide counseling on the 

contracting process, and more. 

• Subcontracting Program Assistance (SPA) can help you with subcontracting 

questions after a contract is awarded. SPA can help you with tools to match 

prime contractors and subcontractors, help small businesses market their 

services to prime contractors, and more. 

http://bit.ly/3oxZH2r
https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/counseling-help
https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/counseling-help
https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/counseling-help/procurement-center-representative-directory
mailto:Subcontracting@sba.gov


• SBA Learning Center. The SBA offers free online courses to help small 

businesses understand government contracting. You can find these video 

classes in the SBA Learning Center. 

 

Useful Events and Opportunities 

1. Beginning  Nov. 26th through the 28th you can visit 18 Waverly Place for Big 

Friday, Small Business Saturday, and Super Savings Sunday. See the flyer below for 

more information.  

 

    

2. MSSI'S 4th Annual Winter Warmth Drive - In partnership with MetroPlus Health 

Jackets, hats, scarves, gloves, and hygiene essentials. December 4th, 2021 12 PM to 3 

https://www.sba.gov/tools/sba-learning-center/search/training/government-contracting


PM at 1625 Forest Ave 

 



3. Metro Community Health Centers invites all to their Holiday Health Fair. Saturday, 

December 11th from 11 AM - 3 PM. See the flyer below for more information.  

 
4. The Forest Ave. Comeunity Fridge is a group from Mariners Harbor looking to help 

out our community with Food Insecurity. 

 



  

Sincerely, 

  

  

 
Charles D. Fall 

Member of Assembly 

  

ALBANY OFFICE: Room 534, Legislative Office Building, Albany, NY 12248. 518-455-

4677, FAX 518-455-5946 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 853 Forest Avenue, Staten Island, New York 10310. 718-442-9932, 

FAX 718-442-9942 

  
 


