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December 2, 2021 

  

Upcoming Events 

  

2021 North Shore Winter Wonderland Toy/Coat Giveaway 

 

 



Van Duzer Street Civic Association Holiday 

Tree Lighting in Tappen Park 



District 61 News 

 

Happy Hanukkah 

Wishing all of my brothers and sisters who celebrate Hanukkah peace, light, and joy during this 

time. 

 

  

Sunday Service at Fellowship Baptist Church and Christ Assembly Lutheran Church 

It was wonderful spending Sunday at Christ Assembly Lutheran Church and Fellowship Baptist 

Church. Thank you to our faith leaders for getting our community through these difficult times. 



 

Supporting our Nurses 

I was proud to sponsor and vote for legislation that establishes clinical staffing committees in 

each general hospital to develop and oversee a clinical staffing plan and--in a separate piece of 

legislation--setting minimum staffing levels at nursing homes. Both pieces of legislation are a 

giant step forward, but with the workforce shortage dilemma throughout the state effecting so 

many New Yorkers, we have a lot more work to do this upcoming session. 



 

  

  

 

Updates from Albany  

  

This week, I participated in a roundtable zoom call with Attorney General Letitia James to 

discuss consumer protection and fraud matters for the upcoming legislative session. The meeting 

was hosted by Assemblymember Nily Rozic, Chairwoman of the Assembly Committee on 

Consumer Affairs and Protection.   

One of the departments within the Attorney Generals office is the Bureau of Consumer Frauds & 

Protection: 

• Law enforcement actions are taken by the Attorney General to protect the public good 

and to ensure a fair marketplace. 

• However, for individual consumer complaints, the Bureau of Consumer Frauds and 

Protection offers an informal dispute resolution program for complaints against a 

merchant or business. 

• Although the Attorney General’s Office will do its best to assist you, we are not 

authorized to represent individual consumers in court or provide legal or financial 

advice. 

• If you need a lawyer, please consult with your county bar association or contact our 

district office at 718.442.9932. 

The Attorney General/Bureau of Consumer Frauds & Protection office handles cases associated 

with deceptive student lending, robocalls, lemon law violations, identity theft, predatory acts 

against seniors and several other fraud related issues.  



If you need assistance on the above referenced topics, the Attorney Generals central staff 

suggests that you fill out an online complaint form at https://ag.ny.gov/consumer-frauds/Filing-a-

Consumer-Complaint or call the General Helpline at 1-800-771-7755. 

As the Chair of the Assembly Subcommittee on Consumer Fraud and Protection and a member 

of the Assembly Committee on Consumer Affairs and Protection, I would like to thank Attorney 

General James and Chairwoman Rozic for holding this important roundtable discussion.  

I look forward to continuing our work protecting all New Yorkers from deceptive and predatory 

acts. You can always reach out to my team with any concerns and we will direct you to the 

appropriate officials.  

  

  

 

  

Critical Updates, New Policies, and Testing Locations to Protect You and Your Community 

1. Governor Kathy Hochul Signed Package of Legislation to Support Small Businesses. 

Governor Hochul signed a package of legislation to increase State agency support of 

small businesses in New York. The legislation will create a small business liaison with 

the Departments of Agriculture and Markets, Environmental Conservation, Labor, 

Transportation, and Taxation and Finance.  

2. Eligible individuals can schedule vaccine appointments by contacting: 

• The NYC Vaccine hotline at 877-829-4692 or clicking here 

• The NYS hotline at 888-364-3065 or clicking here 

• SOMOS, a community health provider at 833-766-6769  

• Eligible individuals will have to fill out a screening form and attest to being in 

an eligible category. Anyone who is NOT eligible for vaccination, should not sign 

up for an appointment. Click here to find updated vaccine eligibility lists, 

vaccine locations near you, and schedule a vaccine appointment when eligible. 

• Click here for a COVID-19 vaccine fact sheet. 

6. Review the State guidelines for travelers arriving in New York State. 

• View the Test-and-Trace Corps COVID-19 Wait Times Dashboard for estimated wait 

times for NYC Health + Hospitals COVID-19 testing locations. This wait time 

information is updated by site staff every two hours.  

• Use the DOH map to find all State-run testing sites. 

• Click here for a full list of NYC Health + Hospitals walk-in testing sites 

available at no cost to you on the North Shore.  

https://ag.ny.gov/consumer-frauds/Filing-a-Consumer-Complaint
https://ag.ny.gov/consumer-frauds/Filing-a-Consumer-Complaint
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-signs-package-legislation-support-small-businesses
http://vaccinefinder.nyc.gov/
https://am-i-eligible.covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/
https://forms.ny.gov/s3/vaccine
https://forms.ny.gov/s3/vaccine
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-vaccine-locations.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-vaccine-locations.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-vaccine-facts.page
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://www.nychealthandhospitals.org/test-and-trace/
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you
https://www.nychealthandhospitals.org/covid-19-testing-sites/#statenisland
https://www.nychealthandhospitals.org/covid-19-testing-sites/#statenisland


• Use the Phone-a-Clinician program with Health + Hospitals, by calling (844) 

NYC-4NYC. Call to connect with a medical provider free of charge seven days a 

week from 9 AM - 9 PM. 

• Individuals that are unable to safely isolate themselves at home may be afforded a 

free temporary hotel room. Click here to learn more or call (844) 692-4692. 

Please click here if you have any further questions. 

 

Crucial Resources to Support and Aid Your Everyday Needs 

  

1. Our children have faced many challenges throughout the pandemic. Now they’re 

back at school and being asked to return to normalcy, but this school year is 

anything but normal. That’s why the UFT’s Positive Learning Collaborative (PLC) 

is offering free, confidential mental health sessions to students and to parents calling 

on their children's behalf. Hours of Operation: Monday-Friday: 8:30 A.M. to 12 

P.M. Saturday: 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. Call 212-709-3222 or Text "PLC" to 43961 

2. The 2021-2022 Regular HEAP Benefit opened October 1, 2021 

What is HEAP? The Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) helps low-income 

people pay the cost of heating their homes. How does it work? If you are eligible, you 

may receive one regular HEAP benefit per season and could also be eligible for an 

emergency HEAP benefit if you are in impending danger of running out of fuel or having 

your utility service shut off. Are HEAP benefits available year-round? No, the 

application period normally begins in early to mid-November and continues into the 

winter, until funding for the program runs out. 

  

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/get-help/covid-19-hotel-program.page
https://on.nyc.gov/2DlH4sT
https://www.ny.gov/services/apply-heating-and-cooling-assistance-heap


3. Free SNAP Assistance - See the flyer below 

 
  

4. It’s important to submit an SBA Loan Application - After you apply for disaster 

assistance from FEMA, you may be referred to the U.S. Small Business Administration. 

If you are referred to SBA, you should complete and submit the application. If your 

application is approved, you are not obligated to accept the SBA disaster loan but failure 

to submit the application may disqualify you from other possible FEMA assistance, such 

as disaster-related car repairs, essential household items and other expenses. SBA disaster 

loans are the largest source of federal disaster recovery funds for survivors.  In planning 

your recovery, give yourself the widest possible set of options. Submitting the application 

makes it possible for homeowners and renters to be considered for additional FEMA 

grants. Applicants may apply online using SBA’s secure website at 

DisasterLoanAssistance.sba.gov or they may email DisasterCustomerService@SBA.gov 

for more information on SBA’s disaster assistance program. Applicants may also call 

SBA’s Customer Service Center at 800-659-2955 or email 

disastercustomerservice@sba.gov for more information on SBA disaster assistance. 

5. If you’re a renter having trouble paying your rent, utilities, or other housing costs – 

or if you’re a landlord trying to stay afloat with tenants in this situation – help may 

be available. State and local programs are distributing billions of dollars in rental 

assistance to help renters stay housed during the pandemic. Visit the CFPB’s Rental 

Assistance Finder to find out what this means for you and what you can do.  The 

CFPB’s site also includes resources to help renters and landlords understand other 

resources to help navigate various financial hardships related to the pandemic. 

http://www.disasterloan.sba.gov/
mailto:FOCE-Help@SBA.gov
mailto:disastercustomerservice@sba.gov
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/coronavirus/mortgage-and-housing-assistance/renter-protections/find-help-with-rent-and-utilities/?utm_source=vanity&utm_medium=outreach&utm_campaign=renthelp
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/coronavirus/mortgage-and-housing-assistance/renter-protections/find-help-with-rent-and-utilities/?utm_source=vanity&utm_medium=outreach&utm_campaign=renthelp


6. Staten Island Legal Services wants to help you. If you need free legal help during the 

COVID-19 crisis, for matters of immigration, foreclosure, small business advice, and 

more, call them at 718-233-6480. 

     

       7. Project Hospitality provides a wide range of services to our communities. From 

vaccinations to mental health guidance to help applying for rental assistance. See flyers below 

for more information. 



   

 



    

        

              

        8. The Central Family Life Center is now accepting applications for their free Career 

Training Programs. Call (718) 273-8414 ext.8 and see the flyer below for more information. 



 
  

    9. Small Business Resources:  

• For counseling and help services through SBS click here. 

• Procurement Center Representatives (PCRs) help small businesses win federal 

contracts. PCRs view many federal acquisition and procurement strategies 

before they’re announced. This enables them to influence opportunities that 

should be set aside for small businesses. PCRs also conduct market research, 

assist small businesses with payment issues, provide counseling on the 

contracting process, and more. 

• Subcontracting Program Assistance (SPA) can help you with subcontracting 

questions after a contract is awarded. SPA can help you with tools to match 

prime contractors and subcontractors, help small businesses market their 

services to prime contractors, and more. 

• SBA Learning Center. The SBA offers free online courses to help small 

businesses understand government contracting. You can find these video 

classes in the SBA Learning Center. 

 

https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/counseling-help
https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/counseling-help
https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/counseling-help/procurement-center-representative-directory
mailto:Subcontracting@sba.gov
https://www.sba.gov/tools/sba-learning-center/search/training/government-contracting


Useful Events and Opportunities 

  

1. MSSI'S 4th Annual Winter Warmth Drive - Jackets, hats, scarves, gloves, and 

more.  



2. The Forest Avenue BID invites you to watch Santa Claus drive down Forest Avenue.

 



3. Metro Community Health Centers invites all to their Holiday Health Fair. Saturday, 

December 11th from 11 AM - 3 PM. See the flyer below for more information.  

 
4. The Forest Ave. Comeunity Fridge is a group from Mariners Harbor looking to help 

out our community with Food Insecurity. 



 

  

Sincerely, 

 
Charles D. Fall 

Member of Assembly 

  

ALBANY OFFICE: Room 534, Legislative Office Building, Albany, NY 12248. 518-455-

4677, FAX 518-455-5946 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 853 Forest Avenue, Staten Island, New York 10310. 718-442-9932, 

FAX 718-442-9942 



  
 


