
 

April 17, 2026 

Greetings –  

This week, the Assembly and State Senate passed another budget extender bill to April 20th. 
Progress in negotiations have been made in some important areas including tax policy and 
protecting immigrants from ICE.  

Governor Hochul Proposes Tax on Second Homes in New York City Worth More than $5 Million  

On Tuesday, as part of state budget negotiations, Governor Hochul proposed a “pied-a-terre tax” – a 
surcharge on second homes in New York City valued over $5 million. The Governor deserves credit 
for this sensible proposal as does Mayor Mamdani and the many advocates who tirelessly called for 
raising revenue needed by the state to fund vital programs and services through taxing wealthy 
individuals and corporations. For too long, global billionaires have avoided paying their fair share in 
NYC. Taxing luxury second homes owned by the ultra-rich is a logical place to start. 

Win for Libraries in Budget Negotiations 

In addition to the “pied-a-terre tax,”  Governor Hochul proposed an expansion of her legislation 
intended to protect immigrants from ICE. As Chair of the Assembly Committee on Libraries and 
Education Technology, I was especially glad to see libraries now included among “sensitive 
locations” such as schools and houses of worship where ICE would be prohibited from entering 
without a judicial warrant. This is something I called for back in February when the Executive Budget 
was first released. In addition to their core mission as centers of learning and enjoyment libraries 
perform a host of services for community members including immigrants and are among our most 
democratic civic institutions welcoming to all. We must do all we can on the state level to rein in 
ICE’s illegal and immoral behavior.   

Grand Army Plaza Redesign Moves Forward 

The Mamdani Administration is moving forward with the redesign of Grand Army Plaza intended to 
better connect the Prospect Park with the Soldiers and Sailor’s Memorial Arch and Bailey Fountain 
while overall improving street safety. Great public spaces are part of why New York is such a vital 
city and I am confident that this initiative will mean Grand Army Plaza joins the ranks of truly world 
class public spaces. DOT will be holding a series of public workshops beginning next Thursday, April 
23. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/14/nyregion/hochul-pied-terre-tax.html?unlocked_article_code=1.bFA.ZL6h.wB9Mdi3o9bbz&smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://brooklyneagle.com/368179/assemblymember-carroll-calls-for-libraries-to-be-off-limits-to-ice/
https://brooklyneagle.com/368179/assemblymember-carroll-calls-for-libraries-to-be-off-limits-to-ice/
https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/grandarmyplaza.shtml
https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/grandarmyplaza.shtml


Paper Shredding Outside the District Office on Thursday, April 30th 

 



My Annual Spring Clean and Green on 5/3 

Sunday, May 3rd - 10 am to 2 pm at Park Circle in Prospect Park 

E-waste collection, paper shredding, textile recycling, plus representatives from Brooklyn cultural 
institutions, community organizations and city agencies with giveaways and information. 

You can sign-up here.  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScqnj6q4KdFsHTE_Sy_exTgFBU0Wzg8OSMsx1rQupKUcimWog/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScqnj6q4KdFsHTE_Sy_exTgFBU0Wzg8OSMsx1rQupKUcimWog/viewform


If you have any concerns about any legislative or community issue, please email me at 
carrollr@nyassembly.gov or call (718) 788-7221. 

-Bobby 
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