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Pharmacists prepare syringes with the Johnson & Johnson vaccine for Covid-19 in Detroit on Monday. 
Photo Credit: Nicole Hester/Ann Arbor News, via Associated Press. 
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J&J Vaccine Rollout Is Paused After 6 Women - Out 
of 7M Shots - Develop Blood Clots 

 
Amid Coronavirus Pandemic 

 
Vaccines Distributed To SUNY Schools and Private Colleges; 
Updated Guidance for Graduation Ceremonies; DCAS Civil 

Service 101 Information Session; and More!  
 

  

  

VACCINE PROGRESS 
 

NYS First Doses: 7,705,087 
NYS Completed Series: 5,085,215 

Brooklyn First Does: 802,078 
Brooklyn Completed Series: 488,105 

 

COVID-19 CASES & FATALITIES 
 

NYS Confirmed: 1,951,359 
NYS Deaths: 41,257 

NYC Confirmed: 876,492 
Brooklyn Confirmed: 255,556 

 

RODNEYSE IN THE NEWS  
 



  

• Haitian Times: Undocumented New Yorkers now 
eligible for cash payments of more than $15K. Read more 
here.  

• Haitian Times: ‘Little Haiti’ subway station coming to 
Flatbush, NYS leader says. Read more here.  

 

NYS: GOVERNOR CUOMO  
 

https://haitiantimes.com/2021/04/12/undocumented-new-yorkers-now-eligible-for-cash-payments-of-more-than-15k/
https://haitiantimes.com/2021/04/13/little-haiti-subway-station-coming-to-flatbush-nys-leader-says/


  

Photo Credit: Governor Cuomo 
 

• Governor Cuomo announced new updated guidance for 
graduation and commencement ceremonies 
organized by schools, colleges and universities. 

• Effective May 1, indoor and outdoor graduation 
and commencement ceremonies will be 
allowed with limited attendee capacity, depending 
on the event size and the location. Read more here.  

• Governor Cuomo announced that New York State will 
provide a new, separate allocation of 35,000 vaccines 
to address the college student population at SUNY 
schools and private colleges. 

• The new direct vaccine allocation will be 
administered to SUNY students at the state-run 
mass vaccination sites at Suffolk County 
Community College in Brentwood and at SUNY 
Old Westbury in Old Westbury, both on Long 
Island. Read more here.  

 

NYC: MAYOR DE BLASIO 
 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-updated-guidance-graduation-and-commencement-ceremonies
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-new-york-state-provide-new-separate-allocation-35000-covid-19


  

Photo Credit: NYC Mayor  
 

• Mayor de Blasio announced that over 5 million 
vaccinations have been given since the start of the 
city's effort. 

• Last week, set a record of 553, 342 doses 
administered in one week. Read more here.  

• The mayor joined by Lin-Manuel Miranda, Health 
Commissioner Chokshi, and Office of Media and 
Entertainment Commissioner Anne del Castillo toured 
the Broadway's new vaccination site in Times 
Square. 

• This site targets the art & culture/theatre 
community. Read more here.  

• The mayor announced the launch of new vaccination 
sites at starting April 15.  

• LaSante Health Center 

https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/259-121/transcript-mayor-de-blasio-holds-media-availability
https://broadwaydirect.com/nyc-times-square-vaccination-site-opens-to-theatre-workers/


• Brightpoint Church Avenue Health Center 
• Rambam  

• The mayor announced that families of about 50,000 
more students have chosen to shift from all-remote 
schooling back to in-person classroom learning. 
Read more here.  

 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
 

  

A person receives a dose of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine in Chicago, on April 6, 2021. Photo Credit: 
Carlos Barria / Reuters 

 

• The US Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and the US Food and Drug 
Administration are recommending that the United 
States pause the use of Johnson & Johnson's Covid-

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/12/nyregion/nyc-public-schools-students.html


19 vaccine over six reported US cases of a "rare and 
severe" type of blood clot. Read more here. 

• The head of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention reported that the highly contagious 
variant first identified in the U.K. is now the most 
common Covid strain circulating in the U.S.. Read 
more here.  

• The Biden administration has secured agreements for 
Mexico, Honduras, and Guatemala to tighten their 
borders and stem the flow of migration. Read more 
here.  

• The Biden administration is spending at least $62 
million a week to care for unaccompanied 
migrant children in the custody of the 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
according to government data. Read more here.  

• Families who lost loved ones to Covid-19 can now get 
help with funeral expenses from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. 

• The agency launched a hotline, (844) 684-6333, to 
apply for up to $9,000 in assistance per burial. 
Read more here.  

 

TENANT PROTECTION WEBINAR 
 

https://www.cnn.com/2021/04/13/health/johnson-vaccine-pause-cdc-fda/index.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/04/07/cdc-says-variant-from-the-uk-is-now-the-most-common-strain-circulating-in-the-us.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/04/12/politics/biden-agreement-mexico-honduras-guatemala/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/04/09/politics/biden-unaccompanied-children/index.html
https://www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/economic/funeral-assistance
https://www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/economic/funeral-assistance
https://www.cbs58.com/news/fema-accepting-applications-for-up-to-9-000-for-covid-19-funeral-expenses


  



Join Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn 
on Tuesday, April 20th for a Know Your Housing 
Rights:Tenant Protection Webinar. Register here. 
Questions may be submitted in advance here.  

 

ST. VINCENT VOLCANO ERUPTION 
 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_UVsBVy12RjubFi0phfM9BA
mailto:AD42@nyassembly.gov


 



• Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn 
is hosting a Saint Vincent and The Grenadines 
Volcano Relief drive to support the residents 
impacted by the recent volcano eruptions. 

• We will accept donations though April 30th, 
however, would love to receive donations by 
Friday, April 16th to assist with supporting those 
currently in urgent need.  

• Donations can be dropped off at our district office 
located at 1312 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn NY 
11210 from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

 

DCAS CIVIL SERVICE 101 INFORMATION SESSION 
 



  



Learn more about a career in City government by attending 
this @NYCDCAS info session on Wednesday, April 14th 
from 3:00pm - 4:30pm! Register here.  

 

STEM SUMMER ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 
 

https://nycadminservices.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=nycadminservices&service=6&rnd=0.7688684552535979&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fnycadminservices.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b00000004d2a9e0827dbccca070b2853f40ee9fc38d3e1da2c65630a821028da8d72f603b%26siteurl%3Dnycadminservices%26confViewID%3D188326489194769874%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAASqhvXPdoQpGyVH9k-FiVZamkPUfSWnSYHQypUL0sQoQQ2%26


  



This summer, unplug and explore STEM! Spots are limited 
and the application deadline is Friday, April 23. Preference 
is given to students who attend Title I schools. Students 
entering grades 1-12 can apply now  

 

BROOKLYN COVID-19 TESTING SITES 
 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnycdoe.campintouch.com%2Fui%2Fforms%2Fapplication%2Fcamper%2FApp&data=04%7C01%7Cldalton%40schools.nyc.gov%7Cc3ebb3306bbf4ebb39e508d8fdc6d170%7C18492cb7ef45456185710c42e5f7ac07%7C0%7C0%7C637538377644892912%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=gptqx61tB4eHJV3zrCCH4Ykq%2BL3GN4WFgSD%2BSai8lTY%3D&reserved=0


 



Here are the dates and times for NYC Health+Hospitals 
testing sites for the week of April 12 to April 18. To find 
additional testing sites around NYC, visit here.  

 

COVID VACCINE SCAM ALERT  
 

  

DON'T FORGET YOUR MASK  
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001CggZ2gw43UGNKF8YqhqxRX3vs-H9LTjiCuRmdbs56pIxIlE0lnMjT7J-4WXf3ArvVUGBRJqUiXXcdrCG_G2vCnu_tou-laZ83Heqf_3-WtLeW1V5taXfxiI7b_ud3fywnwp1599gUY879hOWdkE1zVTQmWhpWjQRGHhtEW4jdOceTSLR4HHLW7kS-I1leWzqct4cI0CbaNoljCNYlD5Fjg==&c=iwUDs86VBgzQQcsYAROXDWaPPw99pBy-BFuSQgoZ5rxkHGlDoBUn4g==&ch=SuYaos86czJpOv6hDWf_k7xAXqj7oUeDaxM1lVIawqzdYpUUmXwa-Q==


  

MUTUAL AID NYC FOOD RESOURCES 
 



  



Mutual Aid NYC is providing food assistance, resources, and 
other services. To get more information call their hotline at 
which you can call at 646-437-8080. 

 

NYC SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCE NETWORK 
 



  

https://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/


The NYC Small Business Resource Network is a unique 
private/public partnership that provides our local businesses 
with the free, personalized guidance they need right now to 
survive the pandemic. If you have a small business, you can 
sign up for this network today.  
 
Once you fill out the brief intake form, you will be matched 
with a business support specialist. Through this program, all 
five borough Chambers of Commerce have specialists 
offering one-on-one support to businesses in their boroughs.  
  
The program is funded by a $2.8 million grant from the New 
York City-based Peter G. Peterson Foundation and supported 
by in-kind contributions from other partners, this 
collaboration, led by the Partnership for New York City, 
the NYC Economic Development Corporation and all 
five Chambers of Commerce, leverages the city’s 
corporate, financial and professional services sectors, as well 
as universities, philanthropies and expert volunteers to help 
small business owners gain access to a range of programs and 
services.  

 

COVID-19 RAPID TESTING BROOKLYN LOCATIONS 
 

http://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/
http://www.nycsmallbusinessresourcenetwork.org/


  

STOP THE SPREAD 
 



 



WEARING FACE COVERINGS 
 



  



AVOID SCAMS 
 

  

Photo Credit: Pixabay/CDC 
 

• Notify NYC: Beware of COVID-19 scams! 
• Report price gouging to 311 or NYC.gov/dcwp. You can 

also file a complaint to the Attorney General's office by 
filling out a complaint form.  

• NYS Price Gouging Hotline: 800-697-1220.  
• CDC staff will NOT go door-to-door. If you experience 

this, call 911.  

 

SERVICES AND RESOURCES 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJSCiBRxmRarB7T2EK3M0lBVv-ACpF7kmssfF-82rDXVjEEodwnwX_l7JVTdd1kdpLO_utB_XpnVk=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJD5t2hl7DxrWhnf3wYikuzmU9EwlN_I5VWVEaen4JLhqY4C_Fiz8teMT-UBsbZ_IeLThSMnI9pBwVTaCH6-EfZk8mgRimjPk-C_EmxXpFiuc=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==


  

Photo Credit: Ansi.org 
 

Due to the impact of COVID-19 on New York City's workforce, 
the City of New York has developed a list of resources for those 
who may be unemployed due to COVID-19 or are seeking 
additional assistance. The list below will be updated 
frequently. 
 
It has information on the following categories: 

• Employment Resources 
• Food Assistance 
• Health & Medical Assistance 
• Financial Assistance 
• Rent Arrears and Public Assistance 
• Emotional Support & Spiritual Care 
• Other Assistance 

 
Visit this website for resources.  

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/em/resources/covid-19-services-resources.page


 
NYS Department of Health Hotline for people who want 
to be assessed and get appointment for test (888-364-3065). 
NYC residents should call (844-692-4692).  
 
Volunteer to Support Others: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-
relief.page#healthcare_workers. 
 
Free Internet Services: 
Charter is offering free spectrum broadband and WiFi 
access for 60 days to household with K-12 and/or 
college students who do not already have Spectrum 
broadband subscription. To enroll, call 844-488-8395.  
Until further notice, all Xfinity WiFi Public Hotspots are now 
open to everyone on the "xfinitywifi" SSID. For more 
information visit here.  
 
The Hebrew Educational Society in partnership with MET 
Council has a food pantry that is open to all. To reserve a spot, 
visit here.  

 

  

  

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte represents the 42nd Assembly District in Brooklyn covering 
Ditmas Park, Flatbush, East Flatbush and Midwood. She is currently the Chair of the Subcommittee 
on Oversight of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises (MWBEs), and serves on 
the following committees: Housing, Government Operations, Education, Banks, Health, and 
Higher Education. She is also a member of the Task Force on Women's Issues and sits on Governor 
Cuomo's Domestic Violence Advisory Council and Mayor De Blasio's MWBE Task Force.  
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