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I've been hard at work in our community—partnering with local immigrant rights organizations to distribute Know Your Rights tools,
collaborating with neighbors, and joining fellow elected officials to protect families. As we confront devastating federal budget cuts from
the Trump administration, I'm fighting to safeguard the programs and services our communities depend on.

That means defending food security as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and school meals come under threat;
protecting access to healthcare for our neighbors, even as Medicaid faces cuts; and holding corporations accountable for the environmental
harm they cause in our neighborhoods, despite the influence of corrupt decision makers. 've also teamed up with legal advocacy groups
to help constituents resolve housing issues and access vital legal support.

As we enter this new season and prepare for the upcoming legislative session, | remain steadfast in the fight for a more affordable, safer,
and equitable New York—one where every neighbor has the resources and dignity they deserve.
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WHAT WE ACCOMPLISHED THIS YEAR

THIS LEGISLATIVE SESSION, WE
SUCCESSFULLY PASSED SEVERAL
BILLS, INCLUDING:
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v Universal School Meals (passed in Budget)
We did it! We passed Universal School Meals, which
means all New York State school children can get a free
breakfast and lunch every school day. Since the beginning
of the school year, Universal School Meals has positively
impacted 2.7 million children and families, saving families
about $165 in grocery spending per child each month.
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v Free Insurance Coverage for Asthma Inhalers (A128A)
Our district experiences a high rate of asthma-related
illnesses due to environmental pollution, yet not everyone
who needs it has access to lifesaving medication. This bill
requires that insurance providers supply patients with
one form of rescue inhaler and one form of maintenance
inhaler at no cost.
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V Reproductive Health Education Act (A2581B)
Knowledge is power! The Reproductive Health Education Bill
creates a department of health education and outreach program
on reproductive health services for consumers, patients,
educators,andhealthcare providersrelatedtoreproductive health
services available in the state in six languages. Unfortunately, this
legislation was vetoed by the governor.

(A2581B) dulai ¥l duall Jlow b casaiill gils v
douall Yoo b Cagatill o gild g g puiin iy |gs alell
4yl 5ol 4 (Reproductive Health Education) dulssyl

UMJMJ@ oyelly 1Sl giunall duall 8,139 ok scoill
&)wjl i e daslgall oSl (i) wiroil

v Tobacco Enforcement Act (A8468)
| am protecting our community by ensuring that tobacco retail
shops that violate the law are efficiently processed, and rules are
enforced by streamlining the process of adjudication.
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WHAT WE'RE FIGHTING FOR!

o Fighting for Environmental Justice (A7036 & A9056)
With recent climate changes and research showing the impact of
our environment on health, | am fighting for better protections,
disaster resources, and weather preparedness for New Yorkers by
introducing legislation that provides a permanent relief fund for
families impacted by environmental disasters and a multilingual
emergency alert system.
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« Protections for Survivors of Violence and Stalking (A3226)
New Yorkers deserve greater protection against stalkers.
| introduced a life-saving bill called the Ceasing Repeated,
Extremely Egregious and Predatory (CREEP) Behavior Act that will
provide immediate relief to victims of harassing behavior without a
prerequisite arrest, better protecting victims for whom the existing
methods of obtaining an order of protection are out of reach.
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IN THE COMMUNITY

Celebrating the Start of the School Year
We held five Backpack Giveaways in Corona,
Jackson Heights, East Elmhurst, Astoria,
and Woodside! We also hosted a Back-to-
School Block Party in East EImhurst for our
families. Together, we distributed more
than 2,500 backpacks in partnership with
community organizations, local businesses,
and elected colleagues.
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Graduation
This summer, | had the pleasure of
speaking at several graduation ceremonies
throughout the district, including 1.S.
230, William Cullen Bryant High School,
Academy of American Studies, and the
Lexington School for the Deaf.
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Fighting for Fair Wages and

Working Conditions

This year, | stood alongside New York's
union workers to fight for fair wages and
safer working conditions. On Labor Day, we
march togetherin solidarity. As a proud former
member of UAW, NYSUT, and PSC-CUNY, it
was pure joy to celebrate the hard work of the
people who keep New York moving.
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Fighting To Keep Our Community Together and Safe

are equipped with the tools to keep our community safe.

Celebrating the Vibrant Cultures
in the District

Our community is home to hundreds
of beautiful and rich cultures. This
summer, we marched alongside friends
and neighbors at the Ecuadorian Civic
Committee of New York's annual parade
in Jackson Heights in addition to several
other cultural parades in the community.
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Fighting for St. Mark's Greenspace
| gathered with neighbors for a town hall on
the future of the St. Mark's greenspace. Our
community made it clear: we dontwant to see
this vital open space sold off to developers —
we want it preserved for the children, families,
and community programs that rely on it.
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Touring A Child’s Place

Prior to the new school year, | had the
joy of visiting A Child’s Place in East
Elmhurst—a family-owned gem since
1983 that provides preschool, daycare,
summer camp, and afterschool programs.
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| convened neighbors and volunteers, alongside New York Immigration Coalition, Make the Road New York, and the Street Vendor Project,
to visit businesses and street vendors in Corona, sharing Know Your Rights information in both Spanish and English to ensure our neighbors
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WHAT WE'RE FIGHTING FOR!

o Addressing Food Insecurity (A1318, A6632, & A7543)
New York's affordability crisis is contributing to food insecurity
throughout the state, and while the federal government continues
to slash funding for these critical resources, | am fighting to
increase the SNAP minimum benefit, expand eligibility, upgrade
the EBT card to prevent skimming, and ensure recipients who have
experienced SNAP theft are made whole.
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o Ensuring Affordable Public Transit (A7316)
As a straphanger, | have advocated for free bus service and an
improved transit system. Until we achieve free buses, the 'Fair Fares’
discounted fare program is a lifeline for low-income New Yorkers.
| introduced a bill to expand New York City's 'Fair Fares' income-
based fare discount program to 200% of the Federal Poverty Level
and to the LIRR and Metro-North within New York City.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

In case of inclement weather, please call our office at (718) 457-0384 for rain dates.
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Free Paper Shredding Events

Saturday, January 24 from 10:00am - 1:45pm at Jackson S p0 59 sluns 1:45 dcluadl Lin Lo 10:00 dcludl oo 2l 24 Coull
Heights Shopping Center, in the parking lot of 75-35 31st adgo UQ (Jackson Heights Shopping Center) (§guuild uile Hguwsls
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Free Electronic Waste Recycling (@Sope¥ Gl

Please call our office to make an appointment to drop off
electronic waste at our office on Mondays - Fridays,
10:00am - 5:00pm. We are unable to accept air
conditioners, batteries, appliances, and light bulbs.
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To Sign Up for Our Weekly E-Newsletter, Please Email Us at
gonzalezrojasj@nyassembly.gov.
Please write "Add to Email" in the subject line.
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