
 

 

 

 April 20, 2026 

Via Electronic and Regular Mail 

The Honorable Kathy Hochul 

Governor of New York State 

NYS State Capitol Building 

Albany, NY 12224 

 

 

Hon. Andrea Stewart Cousins 

NYS Senate Majority Leader   

188 State Street  
Legislative Office Building / Room 907  

Albany, NY 12247 

Hon. Robert Ortt  
NYS Senate Minority Leader 

188 State Street 
Legislative Office Building / Room 907  

Albany, NY 12247  

 

Hon. Carl Heastie 
Speaker 
NYS Assembly 
188 State Street  
Legislative Office Building / Room 932 

Albany, NY 12248 

Hon. Ed Ra 
Minority Leader 
NYS Assembly 
188 State Street  
Legislative Office Building / Room 933 

Albany, NY 12248 

 

Commissioner Viviana DeCohen 

New York State Department of Veterans’ Services 

2 Empire State Plaza, 17th Floor 

Albany, NY 12223 

Commissioner Dr. Anne Marie Sullivan 

New York State Office of Mental Health 

44 Holland Avenue 

Albany, New York 12208 

 

 

Commissioner Dr. Chinazo Cunningham 

New York State Office of Addiction Services and Support 

1450 Western Ave  

Albany, NY 12203 

 

 

Re: Urgent Policy Action Needed: Expanding Integrated Treatment and Reintegration 

Services to Reduce Veteran Suicide 

 
Dear Governor Hochul and Distinguished Officials: 

 
As you know, New York is home to nearly 700,000 Veterans, the 7th largest veteran 

population in the nation, giving us a firsthand view of the extraordinary challenges faced by the 

men and women who have served our country. These challenges involve mental health, physical 

health and reintegration into society. Gaps in health care, mental health services, substance use 

treatment and reintegration support have had devastating consequences. Suicide among Veterans 

remains at an alarming rate: nationally, roughly 16 Veterans die by suicide per day, with countless 

more attempting to harm themselves each day. 

 
 
 
 




