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New York State government is broken – Steve Hawley wants 
to help you take it back!

Questions & Answers about 
the People’s Convention  
to Reform New York
1.	 What is the “People’s Convention 

to Reform New York?”
	 The People’s Convention to Reform New York is a non-partisan, 

grassroots effort to bring positive change and chart a new 
direction for New York State.  The question of whether New York 
should convene a People’s Convention will automatically go 
before voters in 2017.  The “People’s Convention to Reform New 
York Act,” (Assembly Bill A.9157) would move the opportunity for 
reform up by seven years by placing it on the ballot for the 2010 
elections.

2.  	 Why do we need a People’s Convention  
to Reform New York?

	 State government is broken and has stopped working for 
taxpayers.  New Yorkers of all political parties, across all regions, 
are fed-up and frustrated with Albany’s dysfunctional status quo 
and are demanding real change and a positive new direction.  
This is exactly what a People’s Convention could deliver!

3. 	 Why would this be a “People’s Convention?” 
	 Taxpayers (like you!) could run for and serve as delegates to the 

People’s Convention and have a strong voice in reforming New 
York State government. 

4. 	 When are people selected as delegates? 
	 Delegates are elected one year after the People’s Convention is 

approved by the voters. 

5. 	 How many delegates are selected? 
	 The voters would choose (in non-partisan general elections) 

three delegates from each of the 62 senatorial districts and 15 
delegates statewide, for a total of 201 citizen delegates to the 
People’s Convention. 

	
6.	 How do you become a delegate? 
	 Any citizen who obtains 1,000 signatures from registered voters 

of the State Senate district would qualify for the non-partisan 
primary election.  Candidates for statewide delegate would be 
required to obtain 10,000 signatures to qualify for the primary. 

7.	 Can elected officials, political party officials or 
lobbyists run as delegates? 

	 To ensure the People’s Convention is truly of, by and for 
the people, elected officials, lobbyists, special interest 
representatives or party officials would be forced to resign from 
their office if elected as delegates.  Also, any person lobbying 
the People’s Convention would be prohibited from serving as a 
delegate.  This would prevent the special interests, lobbyists and 
political insiders from hijacking the reform process. 

Who supports a  
People’s Convention?
Former NYC Mayor Rudy Giuliani

Former Governor Mario Cuomo

36 Members of the Assembly 	
Minority Conference

Town of Bristol (Ontario County)

Village of Victor (Ontario County)

Town of Ridgeway (Orleans County )

Village of Chateaugay (Franklin County)

Town of Scriba (Oswego County)

Town of Warwick (Orange County)

Town of Sullivan (Madison County)

Village of Westfield 	
(Chautauqua County)

Town of Smithville (Chenango County)

Town of Canadice (Ontario County)

Village of Speculator (Hamilton County)

Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson 	
(Orange County)

Town of Johnstown (Fulton County)

Town of Constable (Franklin County )

City of Lackawanna (Erie County)

Town of Kirkwood (Broome County)

Town of Andes (Delaware County)

Yates County Legislature

Village of Greene (Chenango County)

Town of Deposit (Delaware County)

Town of Farmington (Ontario County)

Town of Hopewell (Ontario County)

Town of Patterson (Putnam County)

Town of Bath (Steuben County)

Village of Alexander (Genesee County)

Town of Oswego (Oswego County)

Town of Wawayanda (Orange County)

City of Norwich (Chenango County)

Town of Mexico (Oswego County)

Town of Van Buren (Onondaga County)

Town of Troupsburg (Steuben County)

Town of Prattsburgh (Steuben County)

Ulster County Legislature 

Geneva Area Chamber of Commerce 
(Ontario County)

Town of Jackson (Washington County)

City of Canandaigua (Ontario County)

Town of Carlisle (Schoharie County)

Town of Wells (Hamilton County)

Village of Margaretville 	
(Delaware County)

City of Cortland (Cortland County)

Town of Hague (Warren County)
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8.	 When and where would the convention convene?
	 The People’s Convention would convene in a facility at the State Capitol (located in Albany) on the 

first Tuesday of April, immediately following the election of citizen delegates. 

9.	 How long do conventions last? 
	 The convention would continue until the people’s business was completed.  The 1967 People’s 

Convention lasted 22 weeks.

10.	 What issues can be addressed at the People’s Convention? 
	 The people elected as delegates will have the authority to set the People’s Convention agenda.  

Some of the issues that could be considered include fiscal reforms like a property tax and state 
spending cap, debt reform, a ban on backdoor borrowing and unfunded mandates.  Governmental 
reform such as initiative and referendum, an independent Legislative Redistricting Commission, term 
limits for Legislative Leaders, ethics reform and a succession plan for state offices could also be part 
of the People’s Convention.

11.	 What happens to a proposed State Constitution or Constitutional  
Amendment adopted by the People’s Convention? 

	 Any proposed State Constitution or Constitutional Amendment must be approved by the people in a 
statewide election.

12.	 What can I do to support the People’s Convention to Reform New York?
	 In a word: plenty!  By speaking out for a People’s Convention and the need for real reform and a 

positive new direction for New York, you can begin the process of taking back your state government 
(see below for more on how you can join the fight).

Steve Hawley
139th District,  Monroe, Genesee, Orleans and Niagara Counties

Phone: (585) 589-5780  •  E-mail: hawleys@assembly.state.ny.us

Help make the People’s Convention to Reform 
New York a reality.  Here’s what you can do  
to help take your state government back:

WRITE YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS: Sending letters, faxes and e-mails to elected 
officials – at all levels of government – builds awareness and non-partisan support for a 
People’s Convention.  When writing local officials, ask them to enact a resolution in support 
of the People’s Convention to Reform New York Act.

SEND A LETTER TO THE EDITOR: Letters to the editor are a great way to share your 
views and make the case for a People’s Convention. The best part is, this service is 100 
percent free and most daily and weekly newspapers welcome such letters.

CALL TALK RADIO: National, regional and local talk radio programs provide a terrific 
forum to ensure your voice is heard loud and clear.

SIGN OUR ON-LINE PETITION: Go to www.reformny.org and add your 
name to the growing list of New Yorkers wanting a more accountable and responsive state 
government.

Assemblyman


