
Happy Holidays and Happy New Year! I wish you all a healthy and happy new year.
This newsletter will help you get to know how my Community Office staff and I can serve you. 
As your Assembly Member, my job is not just in Albany. One of my most important jobs is helping solve problems 

for people in our community.
I look forward to hearing your comments and suggestions on legislative issues and community problems.
I work for you full-time, year-round, in Albany and in the neighborhood. I am a lawyer, but I do not maintain a pri-

vate practice. I don’t work as an employee or consultant or run a business on the side. My only job is working for you.
My Community Office at 242 West 27th Street, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@assembly.state.ny.us – is here to serve you.
If you are having a problem with a government agency, your landlord, a utility, etc., or if your block association 

or other group needs my help or would like me to come to a meeting, or if there is any other way I can help, please 
call or e-mail.

Sincerely,

Richard N. Gottfried
Assembly Member

COMMUNITY UPDATE FROM ASSEMBLY MEMBER RICHARD GOTTFRIED

Dear Neighbor,

Ayuda en español
Mi oficina de la comunidad está localizada el 242 West 27th Street, 212-807-7900, GottfriedR@assembly.state.ny.us, y está 
aquí para servirle. Varios de mis empleados hablan español. Si usted está teniendo problemas con su casero, alguna agencia 
del gobierno, Con Edison, servicios públicos, etc., podemos ayudarlo. Llámenos al 212-807-7900. La oficina está abierta de 
lunes a jueves.

FIGHTING FOR TENANTS & AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

Rent Regulations Renewed
Rent stabilization and rent control laws were due to expire in 

June. My Assembly colleagues and I fought not just to renew them 
but also to strengthen them to protect New Yorkers living in the city’s 
approximately one million rent-regulated apartments.

Protecting rent-regulated apartments from landlords and de-
velopers seeking to replace them with higher-cost housing is a 
key part of the fight for affordable housing. But with little support 
from the Governor for stronger laws, and outright opposition from 
the Senate majority, we were able to get the laws renewed but not 
significantly strengthened.

We fought especially to eliminate vacancy decontrol, the law 
that ends rent protection on an apartment that becomes vacant if the 
rent is over a certain amount. This “hole in the bucket” of the rent 
laws reduces the city’s stock of rent-regulated housing. 

Several dozen tenant activists “sat in” blocking the Governor’s 
office in the State Capitol, I joined them, along with several other 
Assembly members and City Council members (including State 
Senator Brad Hoylman and Councilmember Corey Johnson). We 
all got arrested (but the cases were later dismissed).

The Assembly, led by Speaker Carl Heastie, passed a strong bill 
early on that extended the rent laws, repealed vacancy decontrol, 
restricted rent increases for landlord “improvements,” and strength-
ened the rent laws in other ways. Mayor de Blasio, tenant groups, 
and many labor unions worked to support our bill.

But Governor Cuomo did not work to pass the Assembly bill, and 
the New York State Senate majority resisted these efforts to protect 
affordable housing. Unfortunately, the Legislature renewed rent 
regulations for four years without making any major improvements.

There will be a small increase in the rent threshold at which 
a vacant apartment can be deregulated, to $2,700 from $2,500. 
Future increases in the threshold will be based on the 1-year lease 
rent adjustment specified by the Rent Guidelines Board (RGB) 
beginning in 2016.  

Also included were increased civil penalties for landlords de-
termined to be harassing tenants. But it remains extremely difficult 
for tenants to prove harassment under existing laws.

I will continue to work with tenant groups, pro-tenant legislators 
and other allies to strengthen the rent laws and tenant rights and 
promote more affordable housing.

The end-of-session legislation also extended provisions of the 
Loft Law (which protects tenants who live in buildings formerly 
used for commercial or manufacturing use) that were due to expire. 

NYC Rent Guidelines Board  
Approves Rent Freeze – First Ever

In June, for the first time in its history, the Rent Guidelines Board 
(RGB) approved a zero percent increase on one-year leases (and a 
two percent increase on two-year leases) being renewed between 

With housing activist Michael McKee and Councilmember Corey Johnson 
rallying for tenants.

October 1, 2015 and September 30, 2016. I had been calling for a 
rent freeze for a long time.

In voting for these historically low rent adjustments, the RGB 
members appointed by Mayor Bill de Blasio showed that rent-regu-
lated tenants’ incomes are failing to keep up with rent increases and 
that landlord operating costs in rent-stabilized apartments increased 
by just 0.5% in the past year – the lowest increase since 2002.

Co-op/Condo Tax Law Abatement Program Extended
Co-op and condo owners have historically paid higher property 

taxes than owners of houses of the same value, because of the way 
the property tax law is written. The tax abatement program helps 
reduce that unfairness.

This year, the Legislature extended the abatement program for 
four years as part of the rent and housing bill that passed the Leg-
islature at the end of the legislative session.

I have advocated making this abatement permanent and will 
continue to work for that.

421-a Tax Abatements
A “421-a” tax break is intended to spur new affordable housing 

by granting a partial exemption from real estate taxes to some own-
ers of residential buildings who agree to set aside dwelling units at 
below-market-rate rents. Unfortunately, far too many developers are 
being granted the 421-a benefit and then failing to keep their end 
of the bargain – including many in our community.

Some of them profit from illegal hotel operations in their build-
ings. New York State Attorney General Eric Schneiderman forced 
one illegal hotel operator in our area, at 49 E. 34th Street, to pay 
back $4.4 million in 421-a tax breaks, plus the State’s prosecution 
costs. The building’s 110 units are being made available as rent-
regulated apartments. continued on page 4



West 20th Street Will Get New Park
The community had a great victory when Councilmember 

Corey Johnson and the NYC Department of Parks & Recreation 
announced in November that the unused Department of Sanita-
tion site in Chelsea at 140 West 20th Street between Sixth and 
Seventh Avenues will become a City park, and that there will be 
$4.3 million to create it.

Welcoming new 20th St. Park – I joined Friends of 20th Street Park, NYS 
Senator Brad Hoylman, NYC Parks Commissioner Mitchell Silver, Council-
member Corey Johnson, U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney, and Chelsea residents 
to celebrate the Parks Dept.’s announcement that it was providing $4.3 mil-
lion in funding to construct a park at 140 W. 20th Street. (Photo credit: office 
of Councilmember Corey Johnson)

Preserving Public Space at Pier 62
The day before Thanksgiving, the plans to locate a “biergarten” 

on Pier 62 in the Hudson River Park near 22nd Street, which would 
have had seating for 200 patrons were dropped.

I opposed this privatization of a much-loved public park and 
urged the proposal be dropped. Many residents, community or-
ganizations and leaders also opposed the plan.

The far end of Pier 62 has an exquisite view of the River and 
is intended for quiet enjoyment; it is not an appropriate location 
for a commercial establishment of this kind and size. The City 
already has too much privatization of park space.

HRPT and the Merchant restaurant group, which was propos-
ing the biergarten, responded to the community’s concerns and 
dropped the plan. 

Protecting the Landmarks Law
Our community is a better place thanks to the Landmarks Preser-

vation Commission (LPC) designating many individual landmarked 
buildings as well as historic districts in Chelsea, Ladies Mile, the 
Upper West Side and Madison Square North. These communities are 
thriving and desirable neighborhoods that attract residents, business, 
shoppers, and tourists.

Unfortunately, this year legislation was introduced in the City 
Council to require LPC to drop any landmark or historic district pro-
posal unless it was acted on within eighteen months. That would have 
penalized neighborhoods because of understaffing at LPC and made 
it easy for building owners seeking to defeat a landmark designation 
by slowing down the process. That is not good government or good 
public policy.

The bill would also prohibit LPC from reconsidering any item 
for five years. 

I submitted testimony opposing the legislation and urging an in-
crease in the LPC budget. A strong outcry from preservation advocates, 
the public, and elected officials killed the bill, and LPC has begun to 
clear its backlog.  

Historic Stonewall Inn Protected
This year the LPC designated the Stonewall Inn in Greenwich 

Village as a New York City landmark. I had submitted testimony to 
the LPC in June supporting this designation

The Stonewall Inn is known around the world as the birthplace of 
the modern movement for LBGT rights, one of the pre-eminent civil 
rights struggles of our time. There, in the early morning hours of June 
28, 1969, LGBT bar patrons fought back police officers conducting yet 
another raid on a gay bar. President Barack Obama cited Stonewall’s 
historical significance in his 2013 inaugural address, in which he said, 
“We, the people, declare today that the most evident of truths – that 
all of us are created equal – is the star that guides us still; just as it 
guided our forebears through Seneca Falls, and Selma, and Stonewall.”

I am supporting the effort to designate the site of the Stonewall 
and the adjacent Christopher Park as part of the National Park System, 
making it the first to commemorate LGBT history.

Victory: Court Ruling on  
Hopper Gibbons House

The Hopper Gibbons House at 339 W. 29th Street is Manhattan’s 
only documented Underground Railroad site. Although the building 
is protected as part of an LPC-designated historic district, the owner 
has done illegal demolition and construction work on the building. 
Community residents and all our local elected officials have been 
fighting to stop it and restore the building. In February, the Appellate 
Division of New York State Supreme Court ruled that any alterations 
must receive approval from the New York City Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission. Now we’re working to get the ruling enforced and 
get the illegal fifth floor removed.

With Gene Norman, LPC Chairman, and renowned preservationist and former 
First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis testifying in Albany in 1984 to protect the 
NYC Landmarks Law.

PARKS AND OPEN SPACELANDMARKS:  
PRESERVING OUR HISTORY

Get an NYC ID Card & Enjoy NYC’s 
Great Cultural Attractions

City residents 14 years and older, regardless of immigration status can 
get a free official photo identification card (IDNYC), created by Mayor de 
Blasio and the City Council.
The IDNYC card can be used to enroll in City services and programs, 
gain entrance to public City buildings and a free one-year membership 
in 33 of the City’s leading museums, zoos, concert halls, and botanical 
gardens, such as City Center, the Museum of Natural History, or the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art.
To find out how and where you can enroll and to see the list of benefits, 
visit the City’s website at www.nyc.gov/idnyc or call 311. 

This year we welcomed a new park at Hudson Yards and 
celebrated new parks being built on 20th St. in Chelsea and in 
the Hudson River Park (HRP) off 14th St. We also protected park 
space in the HRP by defeating a proposed “Biergarten.”

In December, at the annual celebration of the preservationist 
organization, Landmark West! I presented an Assembly proclama-
tion to Gene Norman, Chairman of the LPC from 1983 to 1989. 
He led the agency in designating hundreds of historic buildings on 
the Upper West Side and protecting dozens of Broadway theaters. 
Along with many other New Yorkers, I worked with him to protect 
and strengthen the City’s protection of landmarks (see photograph). 
Joining friends and supporters of Landmark West! to honor Gene at 
the event were luminaries like Neil deGrasse Tyson, Mayor David 
Dinkins, and Bill Moyers. 

Honoring a Hero in the Fight to Preserve  
the Historic Upper West Side

A determined and persistent group of local residents, “Friends 
of 20th Street Park” has been urging the City to support green open 
space on the quarter-of-an-acre site, once a parking lot, since 2010. 
They won the support of former Councilmember Christine Quinn, 
and Councilmember Corey Johnson, who was then the chair of 
Community Board 4, me and our other local elected officials and 
Community Board 4, and we all worked to make this a reality. Last 
year the project received a $1 million grant through Councilmember 
Johnson’s participatory budgeting process. 

The plans for the park will go through an environmental review 
and processes for design and construction, which could take about 
three years. Open public meetings for community input on the 
design and function are scheduled to start next spring.



I spoke at the opening ceremony for the new #7 train station at Hudson Yards 
in September.

Mayor de Blasio fought for and won commitments by the State 
not to divert MTA capital funds to non-transit uses, as well as a 
greater degree of City input on MTA projects in the five boroughs. 
Mayor de Blasio made a historic commitment to increase City fund-
ing for the MTA’s capital budget to $2.5 billion. This represents a 
massive increase over the City’s past annual contribution of $125 
million, while at the same time securing important guarantees for city 
residents. The State has pledged $8.3 billion toward the capital plan.

When we’re waiting for an overdue MTA bus or subway, it’s 
natural to blame City Hall. But the reality is, the MTA is a regional 
agency controlled by the Governor. 

New Subway Station at  
34th Street/Hudson Yards

In September, I participated in the opening ceremonies for 
the extension of the #7 train from Times Square to a new subway 
station at 34th Street at Hudson Yards. This will greatly improve 
transit service for people who live and work in and visit the area.

The subway station, located on 34th Street between Tenth and 
Eleventh Avenues, is the first built in New York City since 1989. It 
is accessible to wheelchair users and other persons with disabilities. 

Select Bus Service to Be Launched on  
23rd Street

NYC Dept. of Transportation (DOT) is soliciting public opinion 
as the MTA considers implementing Select Bus Service (SBS) on 

Victory for Marriage Equality!
In June, the U.S. Supreme Court issued a historic decision recog-

nizing marriage equality for same-sex couples throughout America. 
The landmark ruling in Obergefell v. Hodges recognizes what many 
of us have known for years: that same-sex couples are entitled to the 
full legal and social protections, responsibilities, and benefits of civil 
marriage throughout the United States.

When I introduced the first marriage equality legislation in the New 
York State Assembly in 2003, few people dared to dream that within 
just a dozen years same-sex marriages would be legally recognized 
throughout the United States.

Stable families help build a stronger society. The Supreme Court 
decision reaffirms that the love, commitment, and families of same-
sex couples are entitled to the same recognition the law gives to any 
couple, and that granting equal recognition to same-sex marriages 
contributes to general welfare of our communities and provides fair-
ness to all Americans.

Transgender Rights Will be Protected  
in New York

My bill to protect transgender New Yorkers, GENDA (the Gender 
Expression Non-Discrimination Act), has passed the Assembly and 
stalled in the Senate for eight years. In October, Governor Cuomo an-
nounced that the NYS will protect transgender rights by interpreting 
“sex discrimination” under the state Human Rights Law to include 
discrimination based on being transgender. This will protect all New 
Yorkers, and will apply to public accommodations, employment, 
housing, and all areas covered by the Human Rights Law.

When the new regulation takes effect, people who believe that 
they have been subject to gender identity or expression discrimination 
will be able to file complaints with the NYS Attorney General or the 
NYS Division of Human Rights. New York City enacted transgender 
protection years ago; it is enforced by the City Commission on  
Human Rights.

Transit Round-Up
the M23 route that runs crosstown on 23rd Street. With 15,000 daily 
passengers and a route of about three miles, the M23 is an important 
crosstown route – and one that definitely needs improvement. SBS 
can speed service on a bus route. You can post your comments by 
using this link: http://nycdotfeedbackportals.nyc/m23-crosstown-
select-bus-service/m23-crosstown-select-bus-service. 

Access-A-Ride Yellow Taxi Program 
in Manhattan

The MTA and NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (TLC) have 
launched an Access-A-Rise Yellow Taxi program that allows some 
Access-a-Ride registrants to make yellow cab trips in Manhattan 
using a special card. Eligible Access-A-Ride registrants will be able 
to hail a yellow taxi or request one through the TLC’s Accessible 
Dispatch program. It will cost $2.50 per trip, using a special debit 
card. This will improve convenience and transit time. 

To find out if you’re eligible to register for the Access-A-Ride 
taxi debit card program, please call (718) 393-4420, between 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., seven days a week.

But the new state regulations do not directly make anti-transgender 
violence subject to New York’s hate crimes law. I have urged District 
Attorney Cyrus Vance to charge anti-transgender violence under the 
sex discrimination language of the hate crimes law. 

We still need to get GENDA passed and signed into law. A future 
Governor could undo the new regulations, and transgender rights 
deserve to be in statute on their own, not as a subset of other rights. 
GENDA also would explicitly protect transgender victims under the 
hate crimes law.

Covering Transgender Care Under Medicaid
New York State announced a year ago that Medicaid would begin 

covering transgender care and services. I applauded the action by the 
NYS Department of Health (DOH) to end New York State’s discrimina-
tory transgender exclusion and submitted comments on the proposed 
regulations and on ways in which they can be improved.

As Chair of the Assembly Health Committee, I will continue 
to work to ensure that State government respects the principle that 
medical decisions are best left between doctors and patients, including 
transgender New Yorkers.

I joined U.S. Rep. Jerry Nadler and hundreds of thousands in marching in the 
Heritage of Pride parade down Fifth Avenue. This year, the march was a special, 
historic celebration of the Supreme Court ruling on marriage equality!

LGBT Rights Victories

In a Nov. press conference at Penn Station, I joined a bipartisan group of 
elected officials, including (l to r) Rep. Jerry Nadler, Mayor Bill de Blasio, Rep. 
Dan Donovan, Westchester County Exec. Rob Astorino, Assembly Member 
Robert Rodriguez, Riders Alliance Exec. Director John Raskin, and City Trans-
portation Commissioner Polly Trottenberg, to urge more federal investment in 
our nation’s and our city’s transportation infrastructure. We won!

Bipartisan New York Leaders Fight for Federal Transit Aid
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Fraudulent Landlord Construction Permits  
Endanger Tenants

Community organizations like the Chelsea Residents Pro-
tection Working Group have been working with me and other 
elected officials to get the NYC Department of Buildings (DOB) 
to crack down on owners of residential buildings who file false 
construction permit applications.

A landlord of a residential building doing construction 
work must certify to DOB whether the building is occupied or 
houses rent-regulated tenants. If there are residential tenants, 
the owner is obligated to file a tenant protection plan to ensure 
residents’ safety and well-being. Some landlords lie on these 

The Fight for 15: Battling Economic Inequality by 
Raising the Minimum Wage

Speaking out at a City Hall rally in March for a livable minimum wage.

New York State’s hourly minimum wage is just $8.75 – not 
enough to live on, even for a full-time worker. I have been advocat-
ing raising it to $15 for all workers to reduce the widening income 
inequality in New York.  

Last year, I joined workers, labor activists, and other elected 
officials in the “Fight for 15,” a campaign to increase the minimum 
wage to $15 an hour, and protested low pay, poor working conditions, 
and management opposition to joining unions. Fast food chains 
were a particular focus of the campaign because so many of their 
workers earn minimum wage and struggle to support themselves and 
their families despite working full-time – often relying on public 
assistance like food stamps. 

 In November, I joined Governor Cuomo and other NY leaders for his announce-
ment that State workers’ minimum pay will be raised to $15 an hour.

Fighting For Tenants & Affordable Housing continued from page 1

Fight for 15 marked several big wins this year. In July, Gov. 
Cuomo’s Wage Board approved his proposal for $15 minimum 
wage in New York’s fast food industry. This will raise the pay for 
workers at fast food chains with at least 30 locations in New York 
State to $15 an hour in NYC by the end of 2018 and statewide by 
July 2021. In Nov., the Governor announced that State government 
workers’ minimum hourly pay rate would gradually rise to $15 by 
the end of 2018 in NYC, with the rest of State workers (where the 
cost of living is lower) reaching that level by the end of 2021. This 
will boost the pay of about 10,000 workers, about 6.5% of the total 
State work force.

forms and don’t file tenant protection plans.
There is almost never any meaningful enforcement, even 

though this criminal conduct is a felony and endangers people’s 
homes and lives. 

Many tenants have reported having to live in construction 
sites with unsafe and deplorable living conditions, where the gas, 
heat, hot water, and elevators are shut down; dust fills the public 
areas; and illegal, unprotected asbestos removal is performed. 

In September, we held a meeting in my office with elected 
officials and DOB officials, including Commissioner Chandler, 
to urge the City to penalize the landlords and set up a system to 
verify building owners’ permit applications.


