
Reports to the People

Assemblyman

Dov Hikind

Assemblyman Dov Hikind
District Office:  
1310 48th Street • Brooklyn, New York 11219 
718-853-9616 • Fax: 718-436-5734

Albany Office:  
Room 551 LOB • Albany, New York 12248 
518-455-5721 • Fax: 518-455-5948 • 

Email: hikindd@assembly.state.ny.us

$6 MILLION FOR OCEAN PARKWAY  
SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS
•	Special	Event	for		

Small	Businesses		
(this summer)

•	Health	Fair (this fall)

Assemblyman Hikind was proud to announce that $6 million 
had been allocated by the New York State Legislature for Ocean 
Parkway Corridor Walking and Bicycling Safety Improvements. 
The allocations, which were accelerated thanks to efforts made 
by Assemblyman Hikind and his colleagues, are part of the NY 
Works program and supplement the existing State Road and 

Bridge Capital Plan. The monies will go towards state-of-the-
art signage and other improvements meant to protect pedestri-
ans and bicyclists along the span of Ocean Parkway. “I walked 
Ocean Parkway every day with my mother for many years,” 
said Assemblyman Hikind. “The dangers on Ocean Parkway 
were always evident and I’m pleased to be part of the solution.”

“The dangers on Ocean Parkway were always evident and I’m pleased to be part of the solution.” 
 — Assemblyman Dov Hikind

Follow Dov: Facebook.com/Assemblymandovhikind, and at 
www.DovHikind.comFollow Dov: Hikinddov@Twitter



A STIRRING HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL

More than 1,000 adults and children packed the Young 
Israel Beth El on May 15 to pay tribute to the heroes who 
saved lives during the Holocaust. “One look around the 
room was all you needed,” said Assemblyman Hikind, the 
son of survivors. “The dignity of the faces of concentration 
camp survivors sitting side-by-side with their children and 
grandchildren told a story of survival and tradition—of 
gratitude and nobility.” 

Numerous yeshivas attended the event, which was co-hosted by Nachas 
Health & Family Network of Brooklyn. The event honored the memories 
of Chiune Sugihara, a heroic Japanese diplomat who saved thousands of 
Jews, Jan Zwartendijk, a Dutch Council in Lithuania who, together with 
Sugihara, issued transit visas allowing Jews to escape the death camps, 
and Oscar Schindler—well known for saving many Jews from perishing. 
HaRav Yisroel Meir Lau, the former Chief Rabbi of Israel and also a 
survivor, delivered the moving keynote address.
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Assemblyman Hikind was delighted to 
greet and speak with several hundred students 
from Bobover Yeshiva Bnei Zion and their 
administrator Rabbi Heshy Dembitzer when 
they visited the Capital in Albany. Everyone was 
grateful to Joe Percoco, the Executive Deputy 
Secretary to Governor Cuomo, for personally 
greeting the students and enabling them to tour 
the Governor's mansion.

BOBOVER YESHIVA 
COMES TO ALBANY

The New York State 2014 budget 
was a great victory for our community. 
The permanent acceptance of the 
Transportation Bill means children 
in grades K through 6 who remain in 
school for academic reasons after 4 pm 
will continually have transportation 
provided. “Our community’s parents 
no longer must pay out of pocket for 
busses or arrange for their children’s 
transportation,” said Assemblyman 
Hikind who fought hard for this 
funding. “The amendment, which we 
achieved two years ago on a temporary 
basis, ensured transportation services 

would deliver children as close as 
possible to their homes. Now the law is 
permanent and will continue to serve as 
a colossal accomplishment in terms of 
education, safety and financial relief.” 
Assemblyman Hikind had the highest 
praise for the leaders of Agudath 
Israel of America and his colleagues 
who fought for Transportation, 
including State Senators Simcha 
Felder and Marty Golden, as well as 
fellow Assembly Members Steven 
Cymbrowitz, Phillip Goldfeder, 
Catherine Nolan, Mike Simanowitz 
and Helene Weinstein.

LATE-DAY TRANSPORTATION: HERE TO STAY!

NYS Senator Felder and  
Assemblyman Hikind.



EAST 15TH TRAFFIC IN MIDWOOD NOW FLOWING EASIER

East 15th Street (between Locust and Ave. L) is now running one 
way, thanks to Assemblyman Hikind who brought complaints to the 
D.O.T. regarding the area’s congestion and unsafe conditions. “We 
heard from people at Yeshiva Ohr Yitzchok as well as HASC, then 
looked for ourselves and agreed that it was dangerous,” said the Assem-
blyman. “When it comes to our community, safety always comes first.”

Can you believe this was a two-way street?

TUITION ASSISTANCE  
PROGRAM (TAP) 

INCREASES

MAKING IT EASIER TO VOTE!
Why don’t people vote? Sometimes it’s just too difficult. So 

Assemblyman Hikind has secured the Boro Park Y and Community 
Board 12 as new polling sites for Boro Park residents. The Y, which 
is handicapped-accessible, is located at 4912 14th Ave., and CB 12 
is at 5910 13th Ave., making it easier for many residents to exercise 
their right to vote.

Noting that existing polling sites were not centrally located, 
Assemblyman Hikind contacted the Brooklyn Board of Elections 
in March. “There are numerous elderly and otherwise infirmed 
residents in Boro Park,” he explained. “There’s no reason seniors 
should have to walk seven blocks to vote—my objective is to make 
it easier for everyone to vote.” Assemblyman Hikind hopes to 
continue to add polling sites in the community. Have a suggestion 
for one? Please let our office know!

Having played a prominent role in making the 
Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) available to income-
eligible, post-secondary rabbinical college students, 
Assemblyman Hikind was happy to see a boost in the 
award levels—the first in 14 years. New York allocates 
more than $1 billion for grants and scholarships for 
New York students seeking higher education at public 
or private colleges or universities in the State. The 
maximum TAP award has increased from $5,000 to 
$5,165. “Three years ago, we sent a message that the 
State of New York finds a rabbinical education to be 
equivalent to that of a secular college education,” said 
Assemblyman Hikind. “When our community works 
with government, great things can be accomplished.”



For years, Assemblyman Hikind has warned of 
fraudulent collections of shaimos (books or other 
sacred objects which can no longer be used but may not 
be destroyed). Sadly, we had another incident during 
Passover when garbage bags filled with holy books were 
found illegally dumped upstate in Haverstraw, NY. Now 
Assemblyman Hikind is working with community rabbis 
to come up with a solution to the problem and minimize 
(and hopefully eliminate) further desecrations of shaimos 
that come from our community. “Shaimos is holy and 
dumping it is a horror,” said Assemblyman Hikind. “I’m 
determined to not let this happen again.”

Numerous four-way surveillance camer-
as are already installed in strategic locations 
throughout Borough Park and Midwood 
thanks to Assemblyman Hikind’s extensive 
community security initiative. By mid-July, 
80 units that each contain 4 cameras (for 
a total of 320 cameras) will create a secu-
rity blanket over the community—a virtual 
eye that will see what has occurred on the 
streets in the event of a crime.

“Our community was shocked to learn 
of a potential kidnapping of two small 
children on one Shabbos, and then of an 

ex-Police officer spray painting swastikas 
and hate messages on another Shabbos,” 
Hikind said. “But the good news, in both 
incidents, was how quickly the Shomrim 
and Police responded—and in both cases 
response times were enormously hastened 
because the crimes were caught on surveil-
lance cameras. Thank G-d, there are many 
private cameras in our community. We also 
have the cameras that I had installed at our 
local subway stations some years ago. Now, 
with our additional cameras, every single 
one of us can sleep better.”

“Protecting our community is our top priority.”  — Assemblyman Dov Hikind

VIDEO SURVEILLANCE ALREADY MAKING A DIFFERENCE

On March 31st, Midwood residents lined up to 
shred their personal, sensitive documents at Khal 
Hisachdis Yireim Veretzky (Rabbi Landau’s Shul). 
The free event, which was sponsored by Assemblyman 
Dov Hikind, dove-tailed with the Passover cleaning 
that was already taking place in many homes and 
allowed residents to worry less about identify theft. 
“I’ve warned people in the past to be very careful with 
their personal documents because identity theft is so 
prevalent,” said Assemblyman Hikind. “This was an 
opportunity for people to bring personal records that 
people no longer need—such as bank statements and 
tax information—and have them safely destroyed.”

PUTTING AN END TO SHAMEFUL DESECRATION OF SHAIMOS!

SHREDDING EVENT MINIMIZES CHANCES OF  
IDENTITY THEFT

Protect yourself: Shred sensitive documents. 


